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Advice and Guidance for Content Developers

Advice on testing learning materials with automated testing tools

Below are some of the most commonly used online automated testing tools that can be used to check html based learning material:

WAVE – Web accessibility tool
http://www.wave.webaim.org/wave/index.jsp 
WAVE’s accessibility report for a web page takes a very visual approach, with lots of icons on the screen highlighting accessibility issues. It may take a while to learn all the icons but a key is provided. There is also an option to install the WAVE check tool in your browser. Version 4.0 has just been released which replaces version 3.0
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Welcome to WAVE 4.0 beta

WAVE is a free web accessibility evaluation tool provided by WebAWM. It s used to aid humans
in the web accessibility evaluation process. Rather than providing a complex technical report,
WAVE shows the original web page with embedded icons and indicators that reveal the

WAVE News/Blog

WAVE toolbar released
March 8, 2008

‘accessibility information within your page. Announcing the WAVE blog
March 6, 2008

To use WAVE, enter a web page address above or choose from the following: e R———





Cynthia

http://www.contentquality.com/ 
Cynthia is very much based on the format of the W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines Checklist. See http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG10/full-checklist.html
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Welcome to the HiSoftware® Cynthia Says™ Portal
The HiSoftware CynthiaSays portal is a joint Education and Outreach project of HiSoftware, ICDRI,
and the Internet Society Disability and Special Needs Chapter.

Read Understanding Accessibility today! Download Now

The HiSoftware Cynthia Says portal is a web content accessibility validation solution. It is designed to identify errors in your content
related to Section 508 standards and/or the WCAG guidelines. This free tool meant for educational purposes, is an online test which only
validates one page at a time. This service will expose you to the underlying technology and the benefits of using HiSoftware's full-
featured solutions for automated content compliance and Web governance. To learn more about HiSoftware's enterprise and desktop
solutions go to www.hisoftware.com.

Note this demo will test about one (1) page per minute / per site.
Info: Put Cynthia on your site
Test Your Site Now
Web Page (Required)
i/ e.g. http://www.hisoftware.com/

Accessibility Report Mode

WCAG-Priority 12 [v]




The user has a ‘yes’, ‘no’, and ‘n/a’ column for each checkpoint, with the tool providing comments on each checkpoint and giving line numbers of actual or possible errors that need to be checked. 

Testing with Adaptive Technology

There is a range of adaptive technology you can test your pages with, such as screen readers and magnifiers. By far the most important adaptive technology to test with is a screen reader. There is a wide range of screen readers available, some of the most popular include Hal, Jaws, and Window-Eyes. All have their strengths and weaknesses and it can take time to learn how they work. Demo versions lasting 30-40 minutes at a time are available to download, for example Jaws (http://www.freedomscientific.com/fs_downloads/jaws.asp) and Window-Eyes (http://www.gwmicro.com/Window-Eyes/).

There is also a wide range of magnifiers, such as ZoomText, Supernova and iZoom. A magni​fier programme is built into Microsoft® Windows and can be found by navigating to Start > All programs > Accessories > Accessibility. > Magnifier.
[image: image3.emf]
Using the AIS Accessibility Toolbar

The AIS Toolbar is one of the best tools to test your web pages for accessibility. Veersion 1.2 is available from http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/ais/toolbar/ 
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Testing a website for accessibility can be a time consuming and laborious process. Fortunately the free AIS Toolbar can do most of the hard work for you and is an indispensable tool for anyone interested in accessibility.

The toolbar is not an automated testing tool so does require manual work from the user. It is therefore able to avoid the many problems with automated accessibility testing tools. It doesn’t require any technical knowledge so even the biggest technophobe can check their website for accessibility!

There are 12 buttons in total on the toolbar, each with a down arrow to the right of the text. Clicking on the down arrow for any of these buttons causes a dropdown menu to appear with all the available options. Alternatively the keyboard shortcut keys assigned to each button can be used.

There is also a beta version available which has been renamed as the Web accessibility toolbar; this is available from http://www.paciellogroup.com/resources/wat-ie-about.html 

Internet Explorer Developer Toolbar

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=e59c3964-672d-4511-bb3e-2d5e1db91038&displaylang=en
An alternative to the AIS Toolbar is the Internet Explorer Developer Toolbar which is out in Beta and has many of the same accessibility testing fea​tures. 
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Standards relating to testing learning materials with automated testing tools

PAS 78: Publicly Available Specification 78: Guide to good practice in commissioning accessible websites.

Relevant sections:

· Section 8: Accessibility Testing and Maintenance

NB At the time of writing, there is no definitive standard for an all-encompassing web accessibility testing methodology; although a number of automated and manual evaluation methods exist, a combination of which is normally recommended in order to give the best possible chance of identifying as many as possible of the true barriers present within a site while minimising identification of false positives. However, recent EU-funded work has led to the publication of a Unified Web Evaluation Methodology (UWEM), plans for which include adoption as the basis for a European-wide web accessibility certification scheme

For more on the Unified Web Evaluation methodology, see: http://www.wabcluster.org/uwem1_2/ 






[image: image8.jpg]JISC TechDis



[image: image9.png]Quality
Improvement
Agency



 
Page 1 of 3                                             June 2008

