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Advice and Guidance for Content Developers

Advice on the use of Drag and Drop
Drag and Drop are interactive elements often contained as part of learning objects that allow the user to move and re-order words or graphic objects on screen in different ways.  They provide valuable learning opportunities but they demand that the user is able to move the mouse accurately while holding down the mouse button in order to accomplish the dragging.  This is difficult or impossible for many users with motor difficulties, those who use alternative input devices or who have learning difficulties. 
Users with poor mouse skills can sometimes access drag and drop using the Windows MouseKeys functionality which turns the numeric keypad into a mouse emulator. If MouseKeys and NumberLock are switched on the arrow keys on the number pad can move the mouse and the zero key can be used to facilitate dragging but users would not know this unless specific instructions were available. 

An alternative and better option is to use 'Click and Click'  where instead of the user dragging objects they click on the object then click on the place on screen that they want to move it to.  This enables users who use scanning techniques to select the object they want to move and to then select the place to which they want to move it.  Users who use assistive technology find this much easier and it makes this kind of interaction possible for those who access the software using switches.

Further advice and guidance on the use of Drag and Drop 

http://www.techdis.ac.uk/index.php?p=1_20_1_2
http://www.techdis.ac.uk/index.php?p=1_20_3
http://www.techdis.ac.uk/index.php?p=1_20_3_6
http://www.techdis.ac.uk/index.php?p=1_20_4_9 

http://www.techdis.ac.uk/index.php?p=6_2_1 

http://www.techdis.ac.uk/resources/sites/staffpacks/Staff%20Packs/Accessible%20Learning//Info%20-%20Accessible%20Fixits.xml 
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