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Handout WFL 12: Strategic links and resources (sustainable development)
Some perspectives on sustainable development and the initiatives being taken forward by different government departments are described below.

Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF)

The DCSF produced its second Sustainable Development Action plan in 2008. It uses the definition used by government, based on the internationally accepted Bruntland definition of sustainable development: ‘development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’. The five key principles of the strategy are:

· living within environmental limits

· ensuring a strong healthy and just society

· achieving a sustainable economy

· using sound science responsibly

· promoting good governance.

Work being taken forward by DCSF

The Department produced an updated Sustainable Development Action Plan
 in 2008; this maps its sustainable development objectives to PSA targets and objectives from the Children’s Plan. 

In 2007, the Sustainable Development Commission produced Every Child’s Future Matters,
 demonstrating how attention to the environment provides a way of meeting the Every Child Matters outcomes.

Initiatives being taken forward include the following:

· The Growing Schools programme
 encourages schools to use outdoor environments as a cross-curricular learning resource.

· Knowledge and understanding of the world is one of the six Early Years Foundation Stage areas of learning.

· The Global Gateway
 web site is an international gateway to educational partnerships between schools and colleges across the world.

The Learning and Skills Council (LSC)

The LSC also uses the government-agreed definition given previously.

Work being taken forward by the LSC

The LSC published its sustainable development strategy document, From Here to Sustainability,
 in 2005. The strategy sought to embed sustainable development principles in the learning and skills system and focused on four main areas for action: positioning the sector; buildings and estate; curriculum; and community. It included actions such as promoting sustainable development within the curriculum and developing learning materials to support it; encouraging learners and providers to take part in volunteering.

The LSC, together with the Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges, is a partner in the SORTED
 project. SORTED (the Sustainability Online Resource and Toolkit for Education) is a set of online resources for people involved in the learning and skills system.

The LSC, together with Volunteering England, has produced a report, Assessing the Impact of Volunteering on the Further Education Sector. 

� �HYPERLINK "http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/aboutus/sd/docs/SustainableDevActionPlan_2008.pdf"�www.dcsf.gov.uk/aboutus/sd/docs/SustainableDevActionPlan_2008.pdf� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/edu_cayp.html"�www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/edu_cayp.html� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/Growingschools/"�www.teachernet.gov.uk/Growingschools�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.globalgateway.org/"�www.globalgateway.org�


� �HYPERLINK "http://readingroom.lsc.gov.uk/lsc/2005/ourbusiness/strategy/from-here-to-sustainability-lsc-strategy-for-sustainable-development.pdf"�readingroom.lsc.gov.uk/lsc/2005/ourbusiness/strategy/�from-here-to-sustainability-lsc-strategy-for-sustainable-development.pdf� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.eauc.org.uk/sorted/home"�http://www.eauc.org.uk/sorted/home� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Student+Volunteering/Publications/Assessing+the+impact+of+volunteering+on+the+further+education+sector.htm%20" ��http://www.volunteering.org.uk/WhatWeDo/Student+Volunteering/Publications/�Assessing+the+impact+of+volunteering+on+the+further+education+sector.htm� 
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