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Handout WFL 13: 
Strategic links and resources (arts and culture)
This policy area includes encouraging reading and work with museums, libraries and archives

Some perspectives on arts and culture and the initiatives being taken forward by different government departments are described below.

Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)

The DCMS sees arts as important to social inclusion, and inclusion as important to the development of a greater pool of talent in the arts. The arts help individuals and communities by offering innovative solutions, building bridges, expressing differences positively and breaking boundaries.

Work being taken forward by the DCMS

The government is investing £25m in a ‘Find your Talent’ programme to give young people the chance to encounter a range of high-quality cultural experiences for five hours a week, both in and outside of school. Ten areas in the country are piloting the scheme, which will be extended over time to ensure that all young people have the right to experience five hours of arts and culture a week.

Creative Partnerships
 is the government’s flagship creative learning programme, linking schools with creative professionals. It takes a broad approach to creativity, not limited to the arts but including a creative approach to problem-solving, questioning and making connections.

The DCMS funds several programmes which aim to develop arts education:

· Artsmark
 is a national award that rewards schools who show a commitment to the arts.

· Music Manifesto
 brings together a number of partners to work towards improving music education for all young people. 

· Youth Music
 funds and facilitates music-making opportunities for young people across England.

· Arts Award
 is the first award and accredited qualification for development in the arts. 

The Department of Children, Schools and Families (DCSF)

Arts and culture contribute to the Every Child Matters
 outcomes, in particular to Enjoy and achieve, and Make a positive contribution.

The DCSF works jointly with the DCMS to take forward the play strategy, which incorporates creativity as well as health and wellbeing (see the following section).

The National Year of Reading is managed by a consortium of organisations on behalf of the DCSF. It is a year-long celebration of reading and aims to increase awareness of the values of reading for children, families and adult learners alike. 

Museum Libraries and Archives (MLA)

The MLA’s Inspiring Learning for All
 framework sees learning as very much at the heart of the museum experience. It provides a toolkit for museums to create better learning opportunities and to measure the impact of the museum on learning and embed learning further in its work. 

In 2003, the DCMS published Framework for the Future,
 a strategic framework for the library service. This highlighted four work strands, including Books, reading and learning.

Programmes being taken forward through libraries to promote reading include the following:

· Bookstart
 is a national programme that gives free books to babies and young children. This is administered by Booktrust, but libraries have a key role in delivery and enhancing the programme.

· The Summer Reading Challenge
 is a national programme for children aged between 4 and 11 years. This is run by the Reading Agency and combines reading with fun and creative activities in public libraries and an interactive website.

· The Vital Link project
 aims to encourage libraries to support adults with low literacy levels, through setting up partnerships with local adult education providers, increasing awareness of library staff and improving the book stock appropriate for this group.
� �HYPERLINK "http://www.creative-partnerships.com/"�www.creative-partnerships.com� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.culture.gov.uk/what_we_do/arts/4066.aspx"�www.culture.gov.uk/what_we_do/arts/4066.aspx� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.musicmanifesto.co.uk/"�www.musicmanifesto.co.uk�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.youthmusic.org.uk/"�www.youthmusic.org.uk�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.artsaward.org.uk"��www.artsaward.org.uk� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/"�www.everychildmatters.gov.uk�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.inspiringlearningforall.gov.uk/default.aspx"�www.inspiringlearningforall.gov.uk�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.dcms.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/4505.aspx"�www.dcms.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/4505.aspx�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.bookstart.co.uk/"�www.bookstart.co.uk�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.readingagency.org.uk/children/summer-reading-challenge/"�www.readingagency.org.uk/children/summer-reading-challenge�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/vitallink/index.html"�www.literacytrust.org.uk/vitallink�
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