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Family literacy, language and numeracy

Family learning impact funding – Wider Family Learning
Family literacy, language and numeracy

Family learning impact funding – Wider Family Learning

Handout WFL 10: Introduction
Wider Family Learning is seen as a very effective way of bringing families into learning. It encourages an interest in learning, builds confidence within and outside the family, and gives opportunities to learn new skills that open up possibilities for personal, social, educational and economic progression.

Wider Family Learning within FLIF aims to work with families not normally engaged in any kind of learning. The priority groups are:

· fathers

· male carers

· families at risk.
Families at risk are those who are facing multiple and complex disadvantage, which can often blight the life chances for adults and children and continue across generations. The same factors often lead to social exclusion, which is more than just income poverty.
Analysis by the Social Exclusion Task Force shows that around 2% of families in Britain (around 140,000 families) experience five or more of the disadvantages that are such a potent contributor to social exclusion.

The specified basket of disadvantage includes the following:

· No parents in the family are in work.
· Family lives in poor-quality or overcrowded housing.
· No parent has any qualifications.
· Mother has mental health problems.
· At least one parent has a longstanding limiting illness, disability or infirmity.
· Family has low income.
· Family cannot afford a number of food and clothing items.
Reaching out: Think Family, Cabinet Office November 2007

By targeting family learning courses specifically at families most at risk, and at fathers and male carers, who traditionally have been only around 10% of family learning enrolments, it is intended to give more families opportunities to improve life chances for themselves and their children and to boost successful delivery of the outcomes of Every Child Matters.

Research shows that children from families who are experiencing multiple disadvantage are more likely to be underachieving at school, more likely to be playing truant, and more likely to be in trouble with the police (Families and Children Study (2004 and 2005)). All these factors mean that the child’s wellbeing, as defined by successful achievement of the Every Child Matters outcomes, is jeopardised.

The curriculum under FLIF Wider Family Learning focuses on four areas:

· community cohesion (including neighbourhood participation and community safety – especially issues around guns, gangs and knives)

· health and wellbeing (including sport, healthy eating)

· arts and culture (including encouraging reading, museum work)

· sustainable development (including global trade, sustainable living).
Course development is mapped to the outcomes of Every Child Matters. Courses are also encouraged to make links with national and international initiatives where appropriate.

Courses developed under FLIF Wider Family Learning must meet the following criteria:

· Run for at least 20 hours.
· Be linked to Every Child Matters outcomes.
· Include adult assessment.
· Use individual learning plans.
· Provide opportunities to work towards a qualification.
· Provide advice and support for progression.
The courses are seen very much as providing a progression route to the family literacy, language and numeracy programme, and therefore are likely to include some screening for Skills for Life.

The FLIF wider family learning strand provides:

· development and sharing of course outlines, resources and good practice in the four identified curriculum areas

· CPD training for tutors and practitioners

· briefing packs for partners.
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