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Handout WFL 14
Strategic links and resources (community cohesion)

(including community safety: guns, gangs, knives; neighbourhood participation; fostering community cohesion)
The following summarises the perspectives of community cohesion and the initiatives being taken forward by different government departments.

Department of Communities and Local Government

DCLG defines community cohesion as what must happen in all communities to enable different groups of people to get on well together. Their vision of an integrated and cohesive community is based on three foundations:

· people from different backgrounds having similar life opportunities

· people knowing their rights and responsibilities

· people trusting one another and trusting local institutions to act fairly.

They identify three key ways of living together:

· a shared future vision and sense of belonging

· a focus on what new and existing communities have in common, alongside a recognition of the value of diversity

· strong and positive relationships between people from different backgrounds.

Work being taken forward by DCLG

DCLG is providing £50m over three years to support local work to build cohesion. They have produced a cohesion delivery framework
 and are targeting support for local areas.

The Community Empowerment Unit of DCLG is taking forward empowerment initiatives outlined in the local government White Paper, an element of which is about strengthening communities to bring people together to work out shared solutions. Initiatives include participatory budgeting
, community management and ownership of assets
. The initiatives are outlined in the government’s ‘Unlocking the talent of our communities’ paper
 and an Empowerment White Paper is expected in summer 2008.

Department for Children, Schools and Families
DCSF defines community cohesion as a society where:

· there is a common vision and sense of belonging by all communities

· the diversity of people’s backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and valued

· similar life opportunities are available to all

· strong and positive relationships exist and continue to be developed in the workplace, in schools and in the wider community.

Work being taken forward by DCSF

The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a duty on all maintained schools in England to promote community cohesion, and on Ofsted to report on the contributions made in this area. The duty on schools came into effect on 1 September 2007 and the duty on Ofsted is due to commence in September 2008.

The department has produced guidance to support schools in implementing the duty
 and an online resource pack
. A school linking programme was announced in October 2007 to help support schools and local authorities to develop linking partnerships between schools
, and projects to develop linking with schools in other countries as well as the UK are managed by the British Council on behalf of the DCSF
.

The Home Office

The Respect
 agenda is seen as fundamental to functioning communities. It aims to foster greater mutual respect throughout society, and in particular focuses on tackling anti-social behaviour and its underlying causes, through ensuring young people are given opportunities and by challenging ‘problem families’ to accept support to change their behaviour.

The Home Office talks about ‘stronger communities’ and defines these as ones where people are informed about what action is happening to address their concerns; where people feel it is worth them taking the time to pick up the phone, go to a residents’ meeting, or put a youth night on for the local kids.

Recently the issue of young people being involved in gangs and carrying knives and guns has come to the fore as a major threat to community cohesion.

Work being taken forward by the Home Office

The Home Office, together with the DCLG and the DCSF, as part of the Respect agenda, are taking forward three main areas of work in strengthening communities:

· family intervention projects targeted at those whose anti-social behaviour is threatening their tenancies, is putting their children at risk, or is likely to lead to them facing further action. The projects use a dual approach which includes help for families to address the causes of their behaviour, alongside supervision and enforcement to provide them with the incentives to change.

· Parenting programmes teach parents techniques to improve their child’s behaviour, and are being taken forward through the National Academy of Parenting Practitioners.

· activities and programmes for young people, as outlined in the Youth Task Force Action Plan.

The Home Office is leading two programmes to deal with gun and knife violence – the Tackling Gangs Action Programme and the Tackling Knives Action Programme. These include expansion of the Safer Schools Partnership
. A Youth Crime Action Plan has recently been produced
 which, among other things, plans to expand the Family Intervention Projects.

The New Local Government Network recently produced a report
 advocating community solutions to gang violence, and criticises the government’s over-centralised approach.

A guide called Gangs and group offending – guidance for schools can be found at www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=12639. It contains case studies of projects and examples of partnership working.
� �HYPERLINK "http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/898656.pdf"��www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/898656.pdf�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/communityempowerment/whatweare/participatorybudget/"��www.communities.gov.uk/communities/communityempowerment/whatweare/participatorybudget�
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��HYPERLINK "http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/11635/Guidance%20on%20the%20duty%20to%20promote%20community%20cohesion%20pdf.pdf"��www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/11635/Guidance%20on%20the%20duty%20to%20promote%20community%20cohesion%20pdf.pdf�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/Communitycohesion/communitycohesionresourcepack/"��www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/Communitycohesion/communitycohesionresourcepack�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk/home_page/home_page.aspx"��www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk/home_page/home_page.aspx�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.globalgateway.org/Default.aspx?page=4073"��www.globalgateway.org/Default.aspx?page=4073�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.respect.gov.uk/default.aspx"��www.respect.gov.uk/default.aspx�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.parentingacademy.org/"��www.parentingacademy.org�


��HYPERLINK "http://www.respect.gov.uk/uploadedFiles/Members_site/Documents_and_images/Supportive_interventions/YFT_ActionPlan0145.pdf"��www.respect.gov.uk/uploadedFiles/Members_site/Documents_and_images/Supportive_interventions/YFT_ActionPlan0145.pdf�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/saferschools07.htm"��www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/saferschools07.htm�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/publications/youthcrimeactionplan/downloads/YouthCrimeActionPlan.pdf"��www.dcsf.gov.uk/publications/youthcrimeactionplan/downloads/YouthCrimeActionPlan.pdf�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/wp-content/uploads/gangs-at-the-grassroots.pdf"��www.nlgn.org.uk/public/wp-content/uploads/gangs-at-the-grassroots.pdf�
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