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Family literacy, language and numeracy

Family learning impact funding – Family Numeracy

Handout 4: The benefits of family numeracy provision

There is evidence from the National Research and Development Centre (NRDC) that women at Entry 3 or below in numeracy face real difficulties in other areas of their lives. Parents seeking to return to or gain employment need up-to-date competence and confidence in their numeracy skills. Courses in family numeracy leading to qualifications will help them re-enter the labour market. For bilingual families, numeracy is often an effective way to support children’s development of language and concepts.

Ofsted reports indicate that numeracy programmes need to have more practical maths activities. By offering more programmes in and with children’s centres, extended schools, health and sports centres, faith and community centres and libraries and museums, providers will be able to draw on the rich resources of these partners and settings and to make better use of ICT to support and extend mathematics and numeracy learning.

· Research has shown that children and parents/carers learning together have a measurable impact on the school performance of the child.

· Improving numeracy skills gives adults access to information.
· Education empowers the parent/carer.
· Promoting learning for parents/carers helps them to become independent, which has an effect on their whole community.
· Parents/carers who are shown practical examples of how they can help support their children’s learning, can strengthen the family unit and help their children to develop language and communication skills in preparation for school.

· Improving numeracy skills increases self-esteem and job opportunities, affecting the economy at all levels.
· Parents/carers can have the power to make a difference to their lives by giving them the opportunity to take a more active part in their communities, e.g. by having the skills and the confidence to vote.
· Family numeracy programmes can empower parents/carers from different religious and cultural backgrounds by informing them about the ways children learn in England and about different learning styles used in education today – this can have a direct impact on children’s performance in school.
· Education is an effective anti-poverty strategy Improving literacy, language and/or numeracy skills could make a difference of £50,000 to a parent’s/carer’s earnings over a working lifetime, and that could take her/him out of poverty.
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