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Family literacy, language and numeracy

Family learning impact funding – Family Numeracy


Family Numeracy Champions: Introduction

Background information for trainers

As part of LSIS’s (formerly QIA) Extending the Reach and Improving the Quality of FLLN Phase 2 programme, a half-day workshop model to support the engagement of family numeracy champions has been developed. The training materials are available on the Skills for Families web site to allow the training to be rolled out locally. The materials have been trialled and reviewed but can be adapted to meet the needs of different groups of champions. 

The recruiting of champions will support providers who have been allocated FLIF funding to deliver additional family numeracy programmes and to reach additional parents and carers
Why do we need family numeracy champions?

The engagement of numeracy champions will contribute to the extension of the reach of family numeracy programmes to additional parents and carers to meet FLIF family numeracy programme targets.

Family numeracy champions will be able to help providers reach less confident parents and carers. They will be able to talk with parents and carers on a one-to-one basis and share their enthusiasm and experiences of improving their own maths and how this has helped them and their families. 

The Williams Report, published in June 2008, devotes a chapter to the importance of parents in their children learning, stating that:

‘Parents are a child’s first and most enduring educators, and their influence cannot be overestimated. Parents should be at the centre of any plan to improve children’s outcomes, starting with the early years and continuing right through schooling. It is acknowledged that the overwhelming majority of parents want to do the very best for their children and also recognised that the majority say they expect to need advice or help at some time or another.’

We know that parental attitudes and abilities in maths have a significant impact on the way children view the subject. 

It is important to for us to encourage a culture where It’s OK to say. ‘I do maths.’ 

The family numeracy champions’ workshop has been developed to recruit and train numeracy champions who understand the need to share their passion for maths with other parents so that they can improve their own skills and be more confident to help their children. They can do this by encouraging parents to join family numeracy provision.

Who are the family numeracy champions?

The champions can come from a variety of backgrounds. They are people who have contact with other families. This can be in a variety of ways. For example:

· it may be part of their job – this may be a parental support worker, teaching assistant, health visitor, learning mentor, extended school or children’s centre worker.

· they may be active in their community – faith groups, voluntary groups or as independent volunteers

· they could be a family member who has recently improved their own maths skills and would like to encourage other parents to do the same; this could also include grandparents and those who have good practical maths skills.

Champions do not need to be experts in maths, just able to inspire parents and carers to think about joining a family numeracy course.
How does someone become a family numeracy champion?

Champions can be recruited by schools, family learning teams, Skills for Life teams, children’s centres etc. They will receive this training and support to prepare them for their role. This is an excellent opportunity to offer mothers, fathers and carers who have recently completed, or are about to complete, a family numeracy course a clear progression route. Champions can be recruited from a single course and the workshop held in their usual venue. School and/or children’s centre staff could also be included.

What is the role of family numeracy champions?

Family numeracy champions will be confident to approach the subject of maths and encourage and support parents to take positive steps to improve their own maths skills and those of their children by taking the first steps towards joining a family numeracy course.
What is the aim, learning outcomes and content of the workshop?

Aim

To encourage and enthuse participants to take on the role of numeracy champion in their setting and to give them the confidence and knowledge to be able do so.

Learning outcomes:

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to: 

· recognise some of the policy issues that relate to numeracy needs and the scale of need

· identify the impact of parents’ and carers’ maths skills on their own and their family’s lives

· use a range of strategies to engage and motivate parents and carers to get involved with family numeracy activities

· share with parents and carers what family numeracy is all about and how it will benefit themselves and their children

· recognise what the role of a numeracy champion involves

· reflect on their own further CPD needs to take on this role.

Content

· Policy issues and data that relate to numeracy need to set the context

· Maths skills needed for everyday family life

· Feelings about maths and personal experiences

· What motivates adults to improve their skills

· How to find opportunities for talking to parents and carers about getting involved in family numeracy and how to broach the subject with them

· How to use the promotional materials provided

· How to provide ongoing support to parents and carers

· The role of a family numeracy champion

· Sample micro family numeracy session 

· How to create a personal action plan to identify further training needs 

· What sources of support are available 

Do I need to prepare any resources prior to delivering the workshop?

The workshop is to be delivered using participative and interactive teaching and learning methods/activities. The pack contains:
· notes for trainer

· a PowerPoint presentation

· activity sheets

· handouts.

Some activities require specific resources to be prepared beforehand: 

· Activity 2, Usual Number Configuration Cards need to be copied and prepared. 

· Alternative activity 5 – shape feely bag with variety of shapes – or use Handout 5

· Activity 6 – bags with a variety of numeracy promotional materials in them need to be pre-prepared for champions to take away.
Note: Activity sheet 6 may need to be revised  to reflect the contents of the bags. 

Collect publicity and information on local family programmes provision from providers who will have champions participating in the workshop.

What further training is available for family numeracy champions?

This will depend on participants current qualifications but could include a Level 2 numeracy qualification using the Move On route, GCSE Maths, or the Level 2 Certificate in Learning Support.

� Independent Review of Mathematics Teaching in Early Years Settings and Primary Schools, �Final Report. Sir Peter Williams, DCSF, June 2008, p. 69.
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