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Family literacy, language and numeracy

Family learning impact funding – Family Numeracy

Supporting family numeracy learners to formulate their own targets for their ILPs

Parents and carers often join a family numeracy course with the aim of helping their children become confident with maths rather than improving their own numeracy skills. As family numeracy courses are targeted at parents with below Level 2 skills, the best way for them to be able to support their children is for them to become confident with maths themselves. Learners should be encouraged by their tutors to formulate learning aims, which include a mix of soft and hard skills. For example:

· ‘I want to be able to use everyday activities to help my child with learning maths skills.’
· ‘I want to be able to add, subtract, multiply and divide using the methods my child is learning in school.’
· ‘I want to be able to use metric measure to follow a recipe.’
How can tutors provide support?

· Give feedback to learners on initial assessments to help them identify gaps in their skills.
· Use a set of cards with possible targets written on each one; include both adult numeracy skills and those relating directly to supporting their children. Targets can be referenced to the core curriculum, but should be in learner-friendly language. The cards can be used as part of a group discussion activity and learners can be encouraged to select those cards that best express their own needs. These can then be used as the basis for the negotiation of group and individual targets and to support learners in recording those they have selected in their ILPs. The targets suggested on the cards may not cover all the needs of every learner: it is important to review each learner’s needs and negotiate individual targets.
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