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Topic 1: M
e 

  

 
U

nit 1 - M
y life now

 
U

nit 2 - People in m
y life 

U
nit 3 - Places in m

y life 
U

nit 4 - M
y future 

O
verview

 
Learners discuss, read and w

rite 
about w

here they live and w
ho they 

live w
ith: I live in Finsbury P

ark. I live 
in a flat.  I live w

ith m
y friend. 

Learners identify im
portant people in 

their lives and w
rite one or m

ore short 
sim

ple sentences about them
: This is 

M
aria. S

he is m
y sister. 

Learners discuss, read and w
rite 

about w
here they com

e from
 and 

w
here they live now

: I com
e from

 
S

yria. I live in B
radford. 

Learners discuss, read and w
rite about 

their hopes, desires and am
bitions for 

the future:  I w
ant a big house. I’d like to 

be a teacher.                                                                  

Skills: 
Speaking 

and 
listening 

A
sk for and give inform

ation about 
current hom

es – location, type of 
hom

e, and other people living there. 

Identify im
portant people and give 

sim
ple factual inform

ation about them
 

in sim
ple exchanges. 

M
ake sim

ple statem
ents of fact, give 

personal inform
ation and descriptions 

using adjectives.   
Listen for detail and respond to 
requests for personal inform

ation.   
P

ronounce sounds clearly and use 
the correct stress patterns in fam

iliar 
w

ords. 

E
xpress hopes, desires and am

bitions 
clearly. 
G

ive inform
ation about another learner. 

 

Skills: 
R

eading, 
w

riting and 
phonics 

R
ead and understand a short sim

ple 
text.  
W

rite a short text about them
selves, 

form
ing letters in upper and low

er 
case.   
S

pell correctly som
e personal key and 

fam
iliar w

ords.   
‘W

h’ spelling, / w
 / sound ‘i’ spelling, / 

ɪ / sound. 
 

R
ead and recognise fam

iliar nam
es.   

D
ecode sim

ple, fam
iliar w

ords and 
recognise letters of alphabet.   
Focus on initial letter sounds for 
fam

ily m
em

bers such as /b/ in 
‘brother’ /s/ in ‘sister’ and final letters 
‘er’ /ə/ sound.   
R

ead, understand and w
rite a sim

ple 
sentence w

ith correct punctuation 
linked to the topic.   
S

pell correctly som
e personal key and 

fam
iliar w

ords.  

R
ead and understand a short sim

ple 
text about an individual and recognise 
sentence patterns.   
R

ecognise and decode key w
ords.   

W
rite a sim

ple sentence using capital 
letters and full stops.   
U

se and spell correctly personal 
keyw

ords (place nam
es) and form

 
letters accurately.   
Initial letter sound correspondences of 
place nam

es. 
Final letter ‘y’ / iː/ sound. 

R
ecognise key and high-frequency 

w
ords.   

Focus on initial consonants in key 
w

ords relating to hopes and am
bitions. 

R
ead, understand and w

rite a sim
ple 

sentence w
ith correct punctuation 

linked to the topic.   
Form

 letters accurately.   
S

pell correctly som
e personal key and 

fam
iliar w

ords. 

Language 
points 

V
ocabulary for types of housing. 

V
erb live + prepositions in and w

ith:             
I live w

ith m
y m

other / I live in a flat. 

V
ocabulary relating to fam

ily and 
relationships. 
S

tructures: W
ho’s that? This is 

A
djectives to describe places  

S
tructures: I com

e from
 …

.  / I live in 
... / It is …

                                 

S
tructures: I w

ant / I’d like + to + 
infinitive or I w

ant / I’d like + noun 
phrase. 
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W
h questions + do. 

(nam
e). S

he/H
e is m

y ... 
U

se capital letters for ‘I’ and the first 
letter of place nam

es. 

Topic 2: M
y local area 

 

 
U

nit 1 - M
y neighbourhood 

U
nit 2 – Local services 

U
nit 3 - R

ecycling 
U

nit 4 – O
ut and about 

O
verview

 
Learners listen, talk, read and w

rite 
about w

here they live: I live in …
  It’s 

…
 There is …

 There isn’t …
 There 

are …
. 

Learners listen, talk, read and w
rite 

about local services: local council, 
recycling, garden w

aste, housing, 
library. 
 

Learners find inform
ation in a 

recycling leaflet, recognise som
e 

recycling sym
bols and practise giving 

and receiving recycling instructions:  
P

ut paper in the green box. 

Learners identify im
portant places in 

their area, give inform
ation about them

 
and create som

e local m
aps.  The 

m
arket is opposite the library. I like the 

m
arket. The food is cheap and fresh. 

Skills: 
Speaking 

and 
listening 

Listen for detail in a short talk and 
respond to requests for personal 
inform

ation.  
Talk about local neighbourhoods and 
give a sim

ple description.  
P

ronounce sounds clearly and use 
the correct stress patterns in fam

iliar 
w

ords. 

M
ake sim

ple statem
ents about the 

local council.  
A

sk for inform
ation and answ

er 
questions clearly.  
P

ronounce sounds clearly and use 
the correct stress patterns in fam

iliar 
w

ords. 
 

Take part in a discussion on the topic 
of recycling.  
A

nsw
er sim

ple questions w
ith 

answ
ers: Y

es, I can. N
o, I can’t.  

G
ive and receive instructions. 

Identify and give inform
ation about 

im
portant places in the local area such 

as w
here they are, w

hat they are and 
w

hat they offer. 
 

Skills: 
R

eading, 
w

riting and 
phonics 

R
ead and understand a short sim

ple 
sentence or text.  
W

rite a sim
ple sentence w

ith correct 
punctuation linked to the topic. 
U

se and spell correctly keyw
ords and 

form
 letters accurately.   

R
ead and w

rite single syllable w
ords 

w
ith a, e, i, o and u (short vow

el 
sounds æ

, e, ɪ, ɒ, ʌ). 

R
ecognise and decode key w

ords 
and num

bers.   
S

ay the letters of the alphabet in 
nam

e and address. 
Form

 letters and digits accurately  
W

rite nam
e and address.   

W
ords beginning w

ith the sound /k/ /l/ 
/h/ /tʃ/ ‘ing’  and ‘s’ endings.   
 

R
ecognise recycling sym

bols.   
Follow

 the gist and get inform
ation 

from
 a recycling leaflet. 

S
pell sim

ple w
ords associated w

ith 
recycling. 
W

rite an instruction on how
 to recycle.   

S
ound out w

ords w
ith short vow

el 
sounds. 

R
ecognise and decode fam

iliar w
ords 

and place nam
es.   

Focus on initial letter sounds for places, 
things and adjectives / c / in council, / m

 
/ in m

arket and digraph ‘ch’ in children. 
R

ead, understand and w
rite a sim

ple 
sentence w

ith correct punctuation 
linked to the topic. 
S

pell correctly som
e fam

iliar w
ords. 

Language 
points 

V
ocabulary (nouns and adjectives) 

relating to local neighbourhood. 
S

tructures: There is …
 There are …

 
It’s a + noun.  It’s + adjective. 

V
ocabulary (nouns) relating to local 

council facilities. 
A

sk questions related to local 
services. 
G

ive personal inform
ation such as 

V
ocabulary (nouns and adjectives) 

relating to recycling. 
M

odal verb – can: Y
es, I can. N

o, I 
can’t. 
G

ive instructions:  verb + noun + 

V
ocabulary (nouns and adjectives) 

relating to places and things, e.g. 
m

arket, fruit, fresh. 
P

repositions of place, e.g. near, 
opposite, next to. 
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nam
e and address, and spelling them

 
out. 

preposition + place: P
ut paper in the 

green bin. 
S

tructures: I like …
   It/…

 is …
 There is 

…
. 

Topic 3: Language and other skills 

 
U

nit 1 - M
y languages 

U
nit 2 – M

y Skills 
U

nit 3 – M
aking a hot drink 

U
nit 4 – Skills exhibition 

O
verview

 
Learners identify their languages and 
w

hen they use them
:  I speak A

rabic. 
I understand French. I can say a few

 
w

ords in S
panish. 

Learners reflect on, discuss and w
rite 

about their skills and share w
ith the 

rest of the class: I can sw
im

. I can 
m

ake clothes. 

Learners tell, read and w
rite about 

how
 they m

ake coffee and tea:                                                              
B

oil the w
ater. P

our the m
ilk. S

tir the 
coffee. 

Learners create an exhibition or display 
of their com

bined skills using the 
language practised and acquired in 
previous units.  

Skills: 
Speaking 

and 
listening 

Tell each other about languages they 
know

. 
A

sk questions and share inform
ation 

on skills.   
P

ronunciation of schw
a and /a:/ in can 

and can’t. 
W

ord stress in can and can’t 
sentences: I can sw

im
.  I can m

ake 
clothes.  

Listen and talk about m
aking coffee 

and tea. 
Talk about and share skills, plus revisit 
skills as appropriate from

 the previous 
units. 

Skills: 
R

eading, 
w

riting and 
phonics 

R
ead and recognise nam

es of 
languages and places.   
D

ecode sim
ple, fam

iliar w
ords and 

recognise letters of alphabet. 
Focus on sim

ilarities and differences 
betw

een language and country 
nam

es.   
W

rite a sim
ple sentence w

ith correct 
punctuation linked to the topic.   
S

pell correctly som
e fam

iliar w
ords  

S
ay the first sound in nam

es of 
learners’ languages. 
Focus on syllables and initial, m

edial 
or final consonants of keyw

ords 
(learners’ languages). 

R
ead and w

rite a sim
ple sentence 

using correct punctuation.   
R

ead and understand a short sim
ple 

text.  
S

pell correctly personal keyw
ords.   

S
ound out individual letters and letter 

com
binations. 

P
ractise blending phonem

es to say 
full w

ords. 
Focus on how

 an ‘e’ at the end of a 
w

ord changes the sound of the w
ord. 

R
ead a set of instructions.   

W
rite a short text about m

aking 
tea/coffee using basic punctuation.   
Form

 letters correctly, particularly ‘e’ 
and ‘a’. 
 ‘i’ spelling /ɪ/ sound, ‘ea’ and ‘ee’ 
spellings /i:/ sound. 

R
ead a short text on a fam

iliar topic.   
R

ead, understand and w
rite a sim

ple 
sentence w

ith correct punctuation 
linked to the topic.   
R

ead and recognise key w
ords  

U
se phonic strategies to help decode 

key w
ords and aid spelling. 

R
aise aw

areness of /t/, /d/ and /id/ 
sounds for regular past tense verb 
endings. 
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Language 
points 

P
roper nouns and use of capital 

letters for languages and countries.  
S

om
e com

m
on sim

ple quantifiers, 
e.g. a little, som

e.  
S

tructures: I speak/ understand /read/ 
w

rite + language. I speak w
ith + 

(person).  

S
kills vocabulary (infinitive verbs), 

e.g. cook, w
rite, drive.  

S
tructures:  I can…

 I can’t …
 + verb 

(infinitive). C
an you …

?  Y
es, I can / 

N
o, I can’t. 

 

C
offee/tea m

aking vocabulary, e.g. 
pour, stir, kettle, pot. 
Im

perative verbs for giving/w
riting 

instructions (plus you). 

P
ossible language points, depending 

on context, learners and teacher: 
- 

V
ocabulary (verb + noun 

collocations) relating to skills 
learners possess 

- 
S

tructure: can/can’t + infinitive  
- 

S
how

ing how
 to do som

ething - 
Im

perative verbs / you+ verb  
- 

P
ast tense for com

pleted activity - 
A

li fixed his bike. 

Topic 4:M
y tim

e 
 

 
U

nit 1 - Socialising 
U

nit 2 – M
y interests 

U
nit 3 – W

ork 
U

nit 4 – M
y com

m
unity 

O
verview

 
Learners practise language for 
m

eeting people and read and w
rite a 

text m
essage about m

eeting up: H
i 

M
una! H

ow
 are you? 

Learners talk and w
rite about their 

interests and share w
ith the rest of 

the class: I like cooking and w
atching 

TV
. I don’t like sw

im
m

ing. 

Learners talk about places of w
ork 

(form
al, inform

al and dom
estic) and 

the w
ork tasks: I w

ork in a hospital. I 
clean offices.                                       

Learners identify and share inform
ation 

about their com
m

unities:   
There is a sum

m
er fair on S

aturday. 
There is a Latin A

m
erican w

om
en’s 

group near here. 

Skills: 
Speaking 

and 
listening 

P
ractise greetings using the correct 

stress and intonation. 
Talk about interests and pronounce 
key w

ords clearly.   
A

sk and answ
er questions about the 

tim
e. 

Learners talk about w
here they w

ork 
or have w

orked (including in the 
hom

e) and the tasks they perform
.   

Learners listen and pronounce clearly 
/tʃ/ and /ʃ/. 

Learners listen to a short presentation.   
Learners tell one another about their 
com

m
unities.   

P
ronounce new

 w
ords clearly. 

Skills: 
R

eading, 
w

riting and 
phonics 

R
ead a text m

essage and recognise 
key w

ords, digits and sym
bols.   

U
se phonics to help decode, w

rite 
and spell key w

ords.   
C

om
pose a sim

ple text m
essage.   

R
ecognise som

e different letter 
com

binations that m
ake the /eɪ/ 

sound – ‘ay’, ‘ea’, ‘ai’ and ‘ey. 
R

ecognise how
 the letter ‘i’ is 

pronounced /ɪ/ in C
VC

 w
ords such as 

R
ecognise and decode key w

ords. 
W

rite a sim
ple sentence using capital 

letters and full stops. 
O

btain inform
ation from

 a sim
ple 

leaflet. 
W

rite key w
ords and tim

es clearly, 
using phonic know

ledge to aid 
spelling. 
 

Learners read and w
rite a sim

ple text.   
Focus on w

ords w
ith initial and final 

‘sh’ and ‘ch’ spelling patterns, spelling 
them

 correctly. 
 

R
ead and understand som

e inform
ation 

about a com
m

unity event. 
R

ead and understand days of w
eek and 

m
onths.   

R
ead, understand and w

rite a sim
ple 

sentence w
ith correct punctuation 

linked to the topic.  
W

rite and spell correctly som
e fam

iliar 
w

ords.   
U

se phonic strategies to help decode 
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‘his’ and /aɪ/ in m
any other com

m
on 

w
ords such as ‘nice’. 

key w
ords and aid spelling. 

R
ecognise ‘y’ letter/sound 

correspondence. 

Language 
points 

D
ifferent form

s of greetings, e.g. 
H

ello. H
i! N

ice to m
eet you. 

Q
uestion form

s for socialising/ m
aking 

arrangem
ents – spoken and w

ritten. 
P

unctuation and sym
bols used in text 

m
essages, e.g. ! ? :)  

R
ecognise the difference betw

een an 
inform

al text and m
ore form

al w
ritten 

language. 

V
ocabulary (nouns and verbs) relating 

to interests and leisure activities. 
S

tructures:  I like/I don’t like + verb 
(…

ing form
) or I like/I don’t like + 

noun phrase; present sim
ple + noun + 

adverbial phrase. 
R

ead, say and understand the tim
e 

(12 and 24 hour clock). 

V
ocabulary: w

ork activity collocations 
e.g. check the cash / look after 
children. 
S

tructures: present sim
ple tense for 

habitual actions e.g. I open the shop, 
possible past sim

ple tense form
ation. 

S
om

e com
m

on vocabulary (nouns) 
relating to the topic, e.g. com

m
unity, 

festival, m
eeting, country. 

U
se of capital letters for days of w

eek 
and m

onths. 
S

tructures: There is a/an …
 on (day) 

(date). It starts at …
 It finishes at …

 

Topic 5:W
hat’s im

portant to m
e 

 

 
U

nit 1 – M
y culture and heritage 

U
nit 2 – O

pinions and feelings 
U

nit 3 – K
eeping in touch 

U
nit 4 – W

hat next? 

O
verview

 
Learners identify and share 
inform

ation about their culture and 
heritage: This is a N

igerian pot. These 
are som

e coins from
 A

fghanistan. 

Learners talk about colour 
preferences for different objects, 
associate colours w

ith em
otions and 

w
rite one or m

ore short, sim
ple 

sentences about them
: I love m

y red 
shoes. I don’t like blue cars. G

reen is 
a sad colour. 

Learners discuss, read and w
rite 

about how
 they keep in touch w

ith 
im

portant people in their lives: I S
kype 

m
y sister in S

ydney. 

Learners talk about their lives, 
experiences and plans for the future.  
 I cam

e to the U
K

 in …
. I’m

 a cleaner 
…

. N
ext year I w

ant to go to college. 

Skills: 
Speaking 

and 
listening 

M
ake sim

ple statem
ents of fact about 

objects relating to culture and 
heritage. 

E
xpress likes, dislikes and 

preferences relating to colour, 
everyday objects and feelings. 

Take part in sim
ple exchanges about 

how
 technology is used in 

com
m

unicating w
ith friends and 

fam
ily. 

A
sk and answ

er sim
ple questions 

about m
ethods of personal 

com
m

unication. 
S

ay nam
e clearly and spell it aloud. 

G
ive personal and factual inform

ation 
about the past, present and future. 

Skills: 
R

eading, 
w

riting and 

R
ead and recognise nam

es of 
countries, adjectives of countries and 
languages.   

R
ead, understand and w

rite a sim
ple 

sentence w
ith correct punctuation 

linked to the topic.   

R
ecognise key logos/sym

bols and 
read keyw

ords associated w
ith 

m
ethods of com

m
unication.   

R
ead and decode sim

ple, fam
iliar 

w
ords and distinguish betw

een /ɪ/ in 
w

ith, children and visit and /aɪ/ in drive 
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phonics 
D

ecode sim
ple, fam

iliar w
ords and 

distinguish betw
een p, f and ph - /p/ /f/ 

sounds.   
Focus on sim

ilarities and differences 
betw

een country nam
es, adjectives 

and languages.   
R

ead, understand and w
rite a sim

ple 
sentence w

ith correct punctuation 
linked to the topic.   
S

pell correctly som
e fam

iliar w
ords. 

 

R
ecognise and decode fam

iliar w
ords 

and recognise letters of alphabet.   
S

pell correctly som
e personal key and 

fam
iliar w

ords, form
ing letters 

accurately.   
Letter ‘r’ /r/ sound, e.g. brow

n, orange 
contrasted w

ith the silent ‘r’ in w
ords 

such as purple, curtains /ɜː/ sound. 

R
ead sim

ple questions.   
R

ead and understand a short sim
ple 

text.  
W

rite a sim
ple sentence using correct 

w
ord order and basic punctuation.   

S
pell correctly personal keyw

ords.   
Focus on initial, m

edial and final 
sounds and spellings of w

ords. 

and library.   
W

rite and spell correctly som
e fam

iliar 
and key w

ords.   
R

ead and w
rite years.   

R
ead, understand and w

rite a sim
ple 

sentence w
ith correct punctuation 

linked to the topic. 
 

Language 
points 

S
om

e com
m

on adjectives, e.g. 
traditional, im

portant.  
U

se of capital letters for countries, 
adjectives from

 country nam
es and 

languages, e.g. N
igeria/N

igerian/Fula.  
S

tructures: This is a/an …
 These are 

som
e …

.  noun is/are + adjective. 

V
ocabulary relating to everyday 

objects, e.g. curtains, backpack. 
A

djectives to describe colours and 
em

otions, e.g. yellow
, red, happy, 

sad, bored. 
S

tructures w
ith like/don’t like, e.g. I 

(don’t) like yellow
 cars. I love red 

shoes. 

V
ocabulary relating to keeping in 

touch, e.g. m
essage, text, em

ail; 
fam

ily m
em

bers and other im
portant 

people, e.g. sister, m
other, friend. 

 Q
uestion form

s (present sim
ple), e.g. 

D
o you text/em

ail/use S
kype? 

 S
tructure: I (present sim

ple verb) m
y 

(fam
ily m

em
ber or friend) in (place 

nam
e), e.g. I Skype m

y sister in 
S

ydney. 

V
ocabulary relating to rivers, e.g. 

island, w
aterfall, rock. 

N
oun/verb collocations: drive a car, use 

a com
puter. 

Tim
e phrases: next year, in tw

o years’ 
tim

e, in the future …
 

S
tructures: past sim

ple, e.g. I cam
e to 

E
ngland in 2005; present sim

ple, e.g. I 
w

ork in a shop; future hopes/plans, e.g. 
I w

ant + to + infinitive + verb/noun; (I’d 
like + to …

). 

        


