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New to ESOL Professional Development: Focus on writing

Plan

	Time
(total)
	Time
(section)
	Focus
	Activity
	Resources

	0.00-0.15 minutes
	0.15
	Introduction (Optional)
	· Show the Focus slide – ask participants to discuss and feedback on what they hope to gain from this training  (Use as appropriate)
	Slide A: Cover
Slide B: Focus

	0.15- 0.40
	0.25
	Making your mark
	· Tell participants they need a pen and paper.
· Ask them to close their eyes and write their normal signature.
· Ask them to compare their results with a partner.
· Now ask them to write four sentences about themselves, but using the hand they do not usually use to write. 
· Ask them to compare with a partner, and to discuss the questions on Slide 3
· Feedback
	Slides 1 -3


	0.40 -1.10
	0.30
	From copying to writing
	· Show slide 4 
· Ask half of the group to copy the left hand column, and half to copy the right.
· Most will struggle with this task: after a little while, ask them to stop copying. Elicit that they do not – unless the have guessed- know the meaning of what they are copying -or why they are copying it.
· Click to reveal the picture of the calendar, and then click again to reveal the English days of the week.
· Briefly explain the difference between the two sets of characters used in Japanese writing (see info below and https://www.lingographics.com/japanese/days-of-the-week-kanji/ )
· Elicit, or tell participants that the unidentified characters and meaning together with the strain on memory each time they look up at the board then down to their paper represent a significant cognitive load.
· Now give out resource, along with some tracing paper, lined paper from the New to ESOL timesaving templates, pencils, and some biro-sized drywipe felt tips.
· Ask participants to identify (look up on their phones if necessary) the day of the week they were born on, the day of the week of their birthday in the year ahead, and their one other day important to them.
· Ask them to try copying these days in three different ways: onto the lined paper, onto tracing paper using pencils, then directly onto the laminates using the felt-tips.
· Ask for feedback – what did they find easiest? Did having a personalized reason to copy help?
· Re-emphasise that copying from the board is the least preferable way of asking New to ESOL learners to copy.
· Refer Participants to the timesaving templates (either digitally, or bring a couple of paper sets along)
· Ask participants to look at these and suggest ways they could variously be used for a ‘days of the week’ writing activity.
· Feedback
	Slide 4 http://www.cjvlang.com/Dow/dowjpn.html

Laminated copies of FW1: Japanese days of the week (enough for 1 between 2)
Tracing paper
Line paper template from New to ESOL timesaving templates
Dry-wipe pens
Pencils
New to ESOL timesaving templates (digital access or paper copies)


	0.10  – 1.25
	0.15
	Physical
	· Show slide5 and briefly recap as necessary.
· Ask participants to suggest ways in which learners could experiment or be supported with some of the physical factors. (e.g. bringing in a selection of pens, changing writing positions according to task, writing supported on your leg, or against a wall)
	Slide5



	1.25 – 1.35
	0.10
	Composing - working at text level
	· Show slide 6 and check that participants recognize/know the different methods of scaffolding /supporting learner writing.
·  Share/discuss other ideas and approaches they have used.
	Slide 6


	1.35 – 1.45
	0.10
	Structured questions
	· Explain how structured questions work, i.e. the answers form an independent text
· Ask participants in pairs to write 3 or 4 questions on another topic, e.g. favourite food or TV programme. Swap with another pair and see if their answers form a text
· Consider how they could use this approach with their learners.
	Slide 7

	1.45 – 2.00
	0.15
	New to ESOL materials
	· Ask participants to look at the New to ESOL teaching materials and try to find examples of as many of the composition methods as they can.
· Feedback / compare. Ask which activities might match better with hand or digital writing.
	Digital access to New to ESOL teaching materials




Notes on Japanese writing: Kanji are complex characters, originally from Chinese, that represent a concept. For example, "kuruma," the Japanese word for “car,” is written in kanji as 車. Hiragana are simpler in both form and function, take fewer strokes to write and instead of representing concepts, hiragana are used for writing phonetically (like English letters) in that they don’t have any intrinsic meaning. They just represent sounds. So ‘kuruma’ (car) written in kanji is 車, also written in hiragana as くるま ( three hiragana corresponding to the sounds ku, ru, and ma.) (There is a third writing system – katakana)
https://japantoday.com/category/features/why-does-japanese-writing-need-three-different-sets-of-characters 
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