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Plan

	Time
(total)
	Time
(section)
	Focus
	Activity
	Resources

	0.00-0.15 minutes
	0.15
	Introduction (Optional)
	· Show the Focus slide – ask participants to discuss and feedback on what they hope to gain from this training  (Use as appropriate)
	Slide A: Cover
Slide B: Focus

	0.15- 0.30
	0.15
	Teaching beginners
	· Ask participants to discuss how many languages they speak and how they learnt them.
· In feedback, ask if anyone remembers being an absolute beginner – ask them to describe how it felt, and what helped them learn. 
· Tell participants that most language acquisition theories agree on three conditions for language learning -  can they say what these are?
· Show slide 3 and feedback as necessary.
· Ask participants to share their ideas / current practice about how they work with learners who are absolute beginners.
· Check if anyone speaks any Greek (if so, ask them to assist you).
· Explain that you are going to teach some basic Greek (or replace with another language you know better!).
· (An alternative procedure to teaching the Greek lesson yourself: If you have participants who have done a CELTA course or similar, and who have experienced the ‘foreign language lesson’, you can give them copies of the Greek lesson plan and ask them, to try teaching the rest of the group).
	Slides 1 -3

	0.30 -1.00
	0.30
	The Greek Lesson
	5 mins
	Kalimera!

T introduces self. Asks question, models and elicits answer.  (Me lene Judy.  pos se lene? (Χαρηκα)  Drill, repeat around class, etc.
	TB1: The Greek Lesson

	
	
	
	5 mins
	T introduces food and drink vocabulary. T models and Ss repeat. (coffee,  biscuit, sugar)
Ss practice in pairs – turn card and say name. 
	Realia/pictures food and drink 

	
	
	
	5 mins
	T demonstrates offering – miming  offering a cup of coffee and using suitable phrase. Ss repeat. T models and Ss repeat
Θα θέλατε ένα ποτό? (Tha thelate ena poto?) Would you like a drink?
Θα θέλατε κάτι να φας? (Tha thélate káti na fas?) Would you like something to eat?
Θα ήθελα ένα μπισκότο / έναν καφέ / ένα μήλο / ένα σάντουιτς / μια μπύρα …. ena biscoto / enan cafe / ena milo (apple) / ena ‘sandwich’ / mia bira …
πάλι, παρακαλώ (páli, parakaló  - say again please)
	Picture cards/realia

	
	
	
	5 mins
	Ss offer T items using picture cards. T responds using suitable phrase for accepting or refusing, demonstrating meaning through body language. Sts repeat phrases.
Ohi efharisto no thanks
(Ne) efharisto (yes) thanks
	Picture cards

	
	
	
	5 mins
	Ss practice in pairs, offering, accepting, refusing – using pictures.
	Picture cards

	
	
	
	5 mins
	Literacy practice: Show word cards and pics.
Drill
Ss match words and pics
Ss try copying words
	Cards of pictures and words

	1.00 – 1.20
	0.20
	Reflection
	· Now give out the Greek Lesson Questions sheet, (or show them on the Slide 4). Ask participants to discuss in pairs
· Feedback
	Slide 4



	1.20 –  1.40
	0.20
	Beginners and literacy
	· Ask participants to talk about some of the differences between beginner  learners that they find in New to ESOL classes.
· Show slide 5. Talk through the different types of beginner listed. Emphasise how big an effect the type of alphabet / symbols used in the learners’ expert language(s) may have on how ‘ready’ they will be to beginning literacy learning in English. (e.g. absolute beginners whose expert language(s) use the Roman alphabet will be much readier than most users of non-Roman languages). 
· Point out that the reading/writing stage of the Greek lesson would be problematic for learners of type 1& many of type 2.
· Suggest that type 1 and (most) 2 learners, when absolute beginners, need a complete focus on speaking and listening until they have some spoken language. The teaching of literacy / reading and writing should not be attempted until they have some speaking skills. However, if the class also contains type 3 learners, this group (and many other learners)  will find exposure to written language useful. 
	Slide 5
Slips of paper plus two containers (such as paper cups/hats)


	1.40 -2.00
	0.20
	Context setting- the mime game.
	· Divide participants into two groups and ask them to list some contexts that beginner speakers need to be able to communicate in. Give out some slips of paper -  they should write each context on a piece of paper, and fold these over.
· Collect each group’s slips of paper and place in two separate containers such as cups or hats and give this to the other group.
· Point out that context setting is very important for beginner teaching, and that mime is an important teaching skill at this level.
· Now ask each group to play the mime game. (Each participant takes a slip of paper and tries to mime the context so that others in the group can guess it correctly).
· When they have finished ask participants to suggest other techniques for setting contexts at very low beginner level. (e.g. video/pictures/internet)
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