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[bookmark: _GoBack]During an election or referendum, two types of data that can be collected are: how many people register to vote, and how many of those registered voted. The turnout is the number of people who actually used their vote.

“But why should I vote? It won't make a difference!”
If you don’t vote, you don’t have a say. Your vote protects your democratic rights as it gives you a voice. Every vote is counted and makes a difference.








Below is a bar chart that shows the approximate percentage turnout for some general elections, since 1950. Using the chart, answer the questions below:


1. In what year was the highest turnout?
2. In what year was the lowest turnout?
3. What is the range of the percentage (%) turnouts?
4. Why do you think the turnout is never 100%?
5. Why do you think that a register of voters is needed?







Data sources can be found at commonslibrary.parliament.uk

General Elections Turnout Percentage (%)

Turnout Percentage (%)	1950	1970	1983	2001	2017	2019	80	70	70	60	70	70	
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