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Maths and English
TEACHER GUIDANCE
You can use this resource to help learners develop some of the basic maths and English skills they need to become more independent in recognising or selecting a vocational task and getting ready to carry it out.
Learners will be able to develop and practise the following skills:
· recognise and read a growing repertoire of words/symbols, including specialist work vocabulary
· with support, use words/symbols to write lists or short instructions 
· sort objects by function (suitable tools or PPE for the task).
The materials that accompany this guidance relate to horticulture and retail, but you could create similar sheets for other vocational areas.
The resource is suitable for learners working at:
Pre-Entry level: M8
Mapping to Pre-Entry Curriculum Framework

English: Pre-Entry Curriculum Framework
Reading - text focus 
Rtc/M8.1 Understand that print conveys meaning
Rw/M8.3 Recognise/read a growing repertoire of familiar
-Words
-Signs
-Symbols 
Which they encounter in daily life, including
-personal significance 

Writing - sentence focus 
Ws/M8.1 Understand that individual words are grouped together to convey meaning and information, using rules and structures


Maths: Pre-Entry Curriculum Framework
Handling data
HD1/M8.2 Sort objects by a single criterion, including:
-function 



INTRODUCTION 
Learners working at pre-Entry will often wait to be told what to do when they are in the workplace or carrying out vocational tasks – even when those tasks are routine and familiar.  However, with scaffolded support they can become increasingly independent in recognising what needs to be done and preparing themselves to carry out a vocational task.
This resource is focused on getting learners started at the beginning of a session or working day, so that they can equip themselves with the tools and PPE needed for a specific routine task.  In order to do this, learners 
You could create your own versions of these materials to cover different vocational areas or to which make use of a different type of symbol, such as Widgit, which may be more familiar to your learners than the Makaton currently used.  Depending on the abilities of your learners, you could increase or decrease the number of choices (of task, tools and PPE) covered on the sheet.  You might prefer to create a set of Velcro-backed cards that learners stick onto a board as a way of answering the questions, rather than ticking boxes.
If you do create your own versions, try to keep the instructional language simple but do not shy away from including the specialist words relating to the vocational area.  Learners at pre-Entry are perfectly capable of recognising specialist words, such as names of tools, where they relate to tasks that they are familiar with.  Without building this vocabulary, they will be much less likely to be able to function independently in the workplace.
USING THE RESOURCE WITH LEARNERS
You can build use of this resource into the start of each vocational session or the beginning of each day on work placement.  So, learners always start by selecting or confirming the task; they then move on to identifying tools and equipment; finally, they identify the correct PPE.
By putting a tick next to the correct tools and PPE on the sheet, they have created for themselves a visual checklist to enable them to gather the correct tools and put on or check that they are wearing the right boots, apron or headgear, for example.  
Learners working at this level often respond well to routine and repetition; as they grow more familiar with the approach, they can take more responsibility for getting themselves ready to work. Teachers and support staff can then begin to reduce the verbal, visual or physical prompts.  This allows the learners to become increasingly confident in their own ability to follow an established sequence and know what to do next – and less dependent on others.
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