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Use-by dates
Maths and English
TEACHER GUIDANCE
You can use this resource to help learners practise:
· recognising, reading, writing, and sequencing dates
· reading key words
· following single-step instructions
The resource is suitable for learners working at 
· Entry level 1.
It could be adapted to meet the needs of learners working at the higher end of pre-Entry and at Entry 2.
Mapping to Functional Skills Framework 

Maths: Entry level 1 Functional Skills
Using common measures, shape and space
7. Know the number of days in a week, months and seasons in a year. Be able to name and sequence.

English: Entry level 1 Functional Skills
Speaking, Listening and Communicating
3. Follow single step instructions, asking for them to be repeated if necessary 

Reading 
8. Read correctly words designated for Entry level 1 




INTRODUCTION 

This resource shows you how you can link workplace and classroom learning, so that learners can practise the maths skills they need for work when they are in the classroom.  Their increased skill levels then allow them to perform more confidently and competently in the workplace.  Linking the two together also makes it clearer to learners how the classroom-based learning will help them achieve their employment goals.
It is very important for learners planning to enter the hospitality and catering sector that they are able to work with dates. This activity focuses on safely wrapping and storing food and drink once the original packaging has been opened. In the workplace, learners will be correctly recording dates when foodstuffs were opened and/or by which they must be disposed of. They will be learning how to follow the specific procedures that apply in their workplace.
In the classroom, they will be engaging in a variety of activities to grow their confidence in reading, writing and ordering dates.  
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Recording dates is important so people won’t get food poisoning.
Leah, Foxes Academy



You may need to adapt elements of this resource to suit the particular needs of the learners you are working with or to match the recording practices of their working environment; the notes for teachers below include some suggestions for how to do this.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Two resource packs accompany this guidance, one for use in the workplace and one for use in the classroom.
WORKPLACE ACTIVITY 
You will need to start by helping the learners to identify today’s date and/or day.  They might do this by looking at a paper-based or online calendar, checking on their phones, reading a wall-mounted workplace calendar or updating a date written on a display the previous day.  
Learners should then record today’s date in a way that they can refer back to during the course of the activity.  You can use a pictorial system to do this.  Foxes Academy have created a set of day and date cards using Widgit symbols which are provided in the workplace resource pack, as an example.  You could create a set of your own, using symbols with which your learners are  familiar.  Learners can place the cards onto the date board also provided in the workplace resource pack.
You then need to help learners understand how long the food can then be safely stored.  This might involve reading information on the original packing or looking at workplace guidelines.  Learners might read simple instructions for themselves or have them read or given orally to them.  Some learners may be able to retain key information about certain products and perhaps be prompted to recall it through questioning, such as, ‘How long can we keep this milk for?’.
Learners then need to calculate the day and/or date by which the opened item must be used or disposed of.  You can provide a calendar to help them count forward the appropriate number of days and identify the correct date.  They can make a note of this date on the date board.
Learners will then need to record the safe storage date in the format required by their specific workplace, e.g. by writing information onto a sticker which they then attach to the re-packaged item.
This activity can be undertaken as part of a wider piece of workplace learning about correct ways to package food and drink once opened and safe storage of opened items.
CLASSROOM ACTIVITY 
You can use the materials in the classroom activity pack to reinforce and/or extend the learning that is happening in the workplace.  They will help build learners’ familiarity with recognising, reading and writing dates in different formats.  You can also use them to help learners practise ordering and comparing dates.
Date cards
Cut up the table in the classroom activity pack into individual date cards. You can then use them in a number of sorting, ordering, matching and writing activities; you can either work with the full set or a more limited sub-set where that is more appropriate for you learners.  They could:
· match cards which express the same date 
· sort cards into two sets: those with dates in the future and those with dates in the past
· order the cards by date
· write today’s date in the format of the date on a given card
· identify the dates of the day before and the day after the date on given cards.

Date bingo
You can use bingo cards in the classroom activity pack to help learners recognise dates when they are communicated orally and be able to match them up to their written form.  Give individual or pairs of learners a bingo card and have them cross off each date that they hear called out.  The ‘winner’ will be the first to have crossed off all the dates on their card.  The exemplar bingo cards provided are based on the dates in the date card table.  
When you create your own bingo cards, you could include more dates (rather than just the three in the exemplars).  You could also create simpler versions which only include days and months, or even just days of the week or months of the year. 
You could take the job of the caller or give it to a more confident learner.
Date safari
Learners take photos on their own devices of sell-by/use-by dates – at home, in their place of learning, in the workplace, out in the community.  Own kitchens, commercial or staff room fridge, cooking area in a college, shops and self-serve cafes.
To introduce this activity, you could bring in a number of food and drink items and have learners find the sell-by or use-by or best before dates on them.  You could also share the images in the classroom activity resource as examples of the kind of photos you are looking for.
Print off the learners’ photos or display them on a smartboard, look at them together, and discuss the different formats and where they appear on the packaging.  You could consider why some only include month and year (long shelf-life) and some only include a date and month (short shelf-life).
You could also create sorting and matching cards from the images the learners have collected and use them in similar activities to those described for the date cards.
Physical representations
Learners can arrange themselves into groups or patterns according to a date card that they have been given, or by their birthday.  For example, they could form a human bar chart based on the month of their birthday or you could give them each a date and ask them to form a line with the person with the nearest date at one end of the line and the person with the furthest date away at the other end.
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