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Learner-owned Twitter account
English and Maths 
TEACHER GUIDANCE
You can use this resource to help learners to
· develop and practise their writing skills
· review and reflect on their progress and achievements in both maths and English.
Learners will be developing these skills while making use of a learner-owned Twitter account.
The resource is suitable for learners working at 
· Pre-Entry level
· Entry level 1
· Entry level 2
· Entry level 3.
 
MAPPING TO FUNCTIONAL SKILLS/PRE-ENTRY CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK 

English: Entry level 1 - 3 Functional Skills
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
Writing composition

English: Pre-Entry Curriculum Framework
Writing Word Focus – Ww/M4.1 – Ww/M8.1/2/3 and Ws/M8.1
Writing Text Focus – Wt/M4.2 to M8.2/3/4 



INTRODUCTION 
This guidance gives you a range of different ideas on how you can use a learner-owned Twitter account to boost learners’ writing skills and get them to reflect on their progress and achievement in both maths and English skills.  The list of ideas is not exhaustive, but it gives you a starting point that you can add to.
This guidance is accompanied by
· a learner agreement on safe and responsible use of Twitter
· staff guidance on managing a learner-owned Twitter account.
Both of these documents can be adapted to meet the needs of your learners and the context in which you are working.
DEVELOPING WRITING SKILLS
Sharing publicly what they have written through Twitter is a great way to motivate learners to write as accurately and carefully as possible.  It provides opportunities for learners to
Pre-Entry
· Practise letter formation, correct word spacing, working from left to right and/or appropriate grip when drafting by hand a tweet ready for posting
· Recognise and select individual letters on a keyboard when words are orally spelled out to them or when copying from a handwritten script
· Spell own name correctly when signing off a tweet
· Use words and photos to communicate about what they have done, e.g. filling in missing words in a sentence prepared by a teacher, e.g. We have been learning about _______.  We went to a ________.  I went shopping with ________.
· Communicate what they want to say in a tweet so that others can prepare the tweet for them.  
· Suggest a suitable phrase or sentence to accompany a photo.
· Listen back to a tweet prepared on their behalf before hitting ‘post’ or giving someone else permission to tweet it.
Entry 1
· Communicate basic information about what they have done or learned in a simple sentence including a capital letter and full stop.
· Use capital letters for people’s names and places, e.g. in mentioning a town visited or giving first names of learners in a photo
· Spell key words correctly and correct misspellings with staff support before posting
· Add photos to tweets and include emojis where appropriate.
Entry 2
· Use different sentence types such as a statement about what they have learned or a question, e.g. to accompany of photo of different tiles they have made – ‘Which tile do you like most?’
· Spell key words correctly and use a dictionary to help correct words identified by others as misspelled
· Think about their audience – e.g. avoid abbreviations that most people outside of their setting would not understand
· Make their observations or descriptions more precise by adding adjectives (e.g. to describe the place they are visiting)
· Include suitable photos and emojis alongside text, making links between the two, e.g. ‘Hello from Dover Castle’. ‘We missed our train! [image: ]’

Entry 3
· Use a range of different punctuation and sentences of different length and types to communicate information and opinions about what they have learned or done
· Sequence information to walk their readers through the different steps they took to complete a task
· Edit draft tweets to make sure they don’t exceed the character limit and are communicating what they want to say in a way that is clear and precise
· Spell words correctly and use a dictionary and spell check
· Check each other’s writing and identify errors or suggest improvements 
· Be creative in the way they format their tweets to draw attention to particular points or make them easier to read.
· Use the conventions of Twitter such as hashtags, tagging people in photos or adding other people’s usernames into a tweet to help reach a particular audience.
· Select and use suitable photos/GIFs that bring additional meaning or impact to their tweets. 
· Review their own and each other’s draft tweets to check whether they are clearly and appropriately written and presented for a group Twitter account open to the public.

You can support learners to draft their tweets by providing a suitable frame to work within which makes clear that they are preparing text to turn into a tweet.  Two examples designed by Foxes Academy are provided at the end of this document.  There are two different versions, one suitable for learners working at Entry 1 and one for learners working at Entry 3.  You could adapt these to match your learners’ Twitter account and theme of the tweets they are preparing.

REVIEWING AND REFLECTING ON MATHS AND ENGLISH 
With its restriction on total number of characters per tweet, Twitter is an ideal platform for getting learners to share simple, clear observations on their learning and progress.  You can use Twitter to help learners reflect on 
· what they have learned
· the progress they are making
· what they have achieved 
· what they are finding easy or difficult
· what they are good at
· how they might use their skills in the future
· what they would like to learn next.
You could start by asking prompt questions, either working with the whole class, small groups or individual learners to get learners thinking about the maths and English they have been using.  Learners can review their own learning and progress and contribute to peer reviewing other learners’ maths and English skills, too.
You may find the following prompt cards at the end of this document useful. Pick one or more that are appropriate for your learners and ask them to complete the sentence.  The stems provided range from those that help learners think about the maths and English skills they have been using to those which enable them to reflect on the importance of these skills in their future working or personal lives.  For each prompt card, there is a completed example.  You could add pictures or symbols to these cards, as appropriate to your learners.

Learners could
· copy out the stem and write the full sentence for themselves
· add words to the given stem to create their own sentence
· select words from additional, personalised cards with given options
· start by choosing symbols (e.g. thumbs up/thumbs down; happy face/sad face) that reflect how they feel about their learning
· communicate to someone else what they want to say, and have it scribed for them.
Once learners have completed the sentence, they have the basis for a tweet which can be signed off with their first name and a photo added if appropriate.  
Learners also enjoy group review and reflection.  The tweet below is an example from Foxes Academy learners.  You can see more of their tweets at @LearnersFoxes.
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Name……………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………………..
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Name……………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………………..
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Review and reflection prompt cards
	
Today we have been working on






	
Today I have learned






	
I am getting better at






	
My Maths/English target is to


Today I have 






	
I have learned how to 


This is going to help me






	
Next, I would like to learn





Examples of completed prompt cards
	

Today we have been working on reading instructions carefully.  I had to read the instructions for putting all the tools away.  They were pictures and words.




	
Today I have learned about fractions.  We cut cookies in half. We cut a big cake into quarters.





	I am getting better at talking to people I don’t know.





	My English target is to say hello to customers when they come into our shop.
Today I have said hello to 10 people.  I also said Can I help you? to one person.




	
I have learned how to read the prices on different things in a shop.  I can tell which are more than £1 and which are more than £5.
This is going to help me feel more confident about going shopping on my own.




	
Next, I would like to learn how to set the alarm on my phone.  I don’t want to be late for work when I have a job!
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