Find someone who:
	
	Name
	Name

	doesn’t eat meat
	
	

	would spend extra to buy free-range eggs and meat
	
	

	has a pet
	
	

	thinks animals feel pain like humans do
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Advantages and disadvantages of free-range and caged farming.
Consider this from the point of view of:	the farmer, the animal and the customer.

	
	Free-range
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	Caged
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	Advantage
	






	

	Disadvantage
	







	








Which company produces these?

Buxton water
Felix cat food
Kit Kat
L’Oreal shampoo
Shreddies
Ski yoghurt
Buitoni pizza
Nescafe coffee





Nestlé vows to boost animal welfare standards

In late August, Nestlé, the world's largest food company, shocked global agribusiness when it announced groundbreaking animal welfare reforms.  The company is worth nearly a quarter of a trillion dollars, and its message was clear - factory farming has become too extreme, and something must be done. 
Nestlé's new policies deal with several practices such as drugging and breeding chickens to grow too heavy and too fast which leads to crippling injuries,  mutilating animals by cutting their tails, horns and genitals off without pain relief and locking animals in tiny cages for their entire lives. 
_______________________________________________________________________

The announcement comes after a decade of improvements in the way big food manufacturers require their suppliers to treat animals. Burger King, for example, announced in 2012 a policy to convert its egg supply in the UK to 100% free range.  Unilever is doing the same, and more than 60 other companies are working towards changing to more humane pork suppliers.
While the food industry is making great strides in supporting humane changes, some industry leaders still resist improvements.  "All forms of caging," the Animal Industry Foundation has insisted, "are designed for the welfare of the animal as well as the efficiency of production."  And Ken Klippen, an egg industry spokesperson, even claims that "chickens prefer to be in cages." 
_______________________________________________________________________

But science reveals a different story.  In 2006, the LayWel research project carried out an analysis of hen welfare for the European Union. Their report noted that conventional cages do not allow hens to exhibit natural behaviour, and in fact lead to severe muscular complications and higher mortality rates.
Research shows that locking animals in cages barely larger than their own bodies is detrimental to their welfare. The example cited above is just part of a mounting pile of evidence that the way humans abuse farm animals as standard practice today must change. 
Global animal experts know that something is foul in factory farming — whether it's confining animals to such extreme degrees, mutilating them without pain relief, or manipulating them to grow unnaturally large. For a food giant like Nestlé to recognize this and demand change represents an important step towards a more humane world. It's time for all the industries producing meat and eggs to get on board. 
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Personal response – discuss:

1. Is the writer in favour of Nesle’s new policy – why / why not?
2. Do you agree with the writer – why / why not?
3. Why do you think Nestle has made these changes?	



Comprehension
1. What is the main purpose of this text?
A. To give general information about animal welfare in the food industry
B. To persuade the reader to buy free-range products
C. To provide information about the changes that one company is making
D. To publicise Nestle’s products
2. Where would you most likely see this text?
A. A magazine for young people
B. A local newspaper 
C. A science text book for students
D. Online – a website about Science
3. Which of the following statements are expressed in the text?
	a. A number of food companies are making big changes in their attitudes towards animal welfare.
	

	b. Burger King UK now gets all its eggs from free-range suppliers.
	

	c. The LayWel report supports Ken Klippen’s view on animal welfare.
	

	d. The LayWel report backs up most other research into animal welfare in the food industry.
	

	e. The farming industry had been expecting Nestle to make changes about animal welfare.
	


4. Which of the following statements from the text are presented as fact (F) and opinion (O)
	
	F
	O

	Their report noted that conventional cages do not allow hens to exhibit natural behaviour, and in fact lead to severe muscular complications and a higher mortality rates.
	
	

	chickens prefer to be in cages
	
	

	factory farming has become too extreme, and something must be done. 
	
	

	for a food giant like Nestlé to recognise this and demand change represents an important step towards a more humane world.
	
	

	more than 60 other companies are working towards changing to more humane pork suppliers
	
	

	the company is worth nearly quarter of a trillion dollars
	
	


5.  Discuss:  how can you tell the difference between fact and opinion?

Which is the best summary of the main point?

Paragraph 1

A. Nestle is a leading global food producer.
B. The giant food producer, Nestle, publicises plans to improve its animal welfare policies.

Paragraph 2

A. Nestle plans to change its approach to a number of harmful animal practices.
B. The food industry’s normal practices mean that chickens suffer from being overweight.











Identifying the main point of the paragraph
Match the summaries below to paragraphs 3-7.  Write 3-7 in the spaces.
There is one extra incorrect summary – indicate this with a X.
_____		A research project shows that normal practices are bad for animal wellbeing.
_____		In 2012 another major food company made similar changes.
_____		Nestle’s plans are a good sign and hopefully more businesses will follow. 
_____		Over the last ten years many other food producers have made improvements.
_____		Some bosses in the industry disagree that animals are suffering.
_____		The EU report is just one of many that support better welfare.
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Recap:
  1. Which box of eggs would you buy?  Why?
2. Which chicken would you buy?  Why?
3. What did we look at last week?  
4. What changes has Nestle announced?

Writing Task A
You read this in a national newspaper:
I read recently that some big companies such as Nestle are improving their animal welfare standards.  Whilst this is a move in the right direction, in my view it doesn’t go far enough.  Animals are still kept in appalling conditions.  What’s more, big companies like Nestle still use animals in experiments, for example cosmetics testing.  I think customers should talk with their feet and boycott all companies which use animals in this way.
A N Adams
What is your opinion?  Write a letter to the editor of the newspaper, in response to A N Adams.
Value eggs (6 box)  = 69p
Free-range eggs (6 box) = £1.65
Value whole chicken = £2.48
Free-range chicken = £8.50












Writing Task B
Write the text for a publicity leaflet.  You belong to a group which is campaigning for animal rights.  Write a leaflet, encouraging people to buy free-range products and boycott companies that test on animals.





Writing tasks – 
1. What kind of text do you have to write?
2. Who is going to read your text?
3. What kind of relationship do you have with the reader?
4. What ‘role’ might you play in this scenario?
a. An animal rights activist
b. The managing director of a company which carries out animal testing
c. A member of the public who thinks it’s OK to use animals for cosmetic testing
d. Any other?
5. What is the purpose of your text?  
To persuade? 		 To argue?  	    To advise?  		To inform?

6.   Who would be against you?  What might they think?

7.   What could you say to persuade them to change sides?








How to plan for FS writing
Most texts will need an introductory paragraph.   In the introduction:
· Set out the topic of the text
· Where necessary, make reference to any relating texts or correspondence
· For argument pieces, set out your main opinion

NOTE




Dear Ms Roberts,

I am writing to you regarding the article that I read concerning the plans for the park to close.  
I think it’s a really bad idea as myself and the local community feel the park is a part of our home.  We all know, use and love the park.  All the children love the park and I question myself where would they go if it wasn’t there?  It’s a part of our community and I am speaking on behalf of the whole community that we really do not want to see it close.

If you close the park, the young people who live in the area will have nowhere to go in the evenings.  This will be bad for the community because they’re bound to get into trouble and cause problems for everyone.   The people who live here all get on very well and this is mainly because we have the park to use to enjoy our friends’ company.  If you take this away, it’ll mean worse relationships in the community.

Please look at our application and reconsider.  I have enclosed a petition from all the residents agreeing they say no.

Thank you,
Yours sincerely, 
Jo Johnson  
A

B

Dear Ms Roberts,

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am writing this letter regarding a notice I saw in the local paper about the park.  My view about the closing of the park is this:  the park helps the community a lot, for the children to play and do other activities like exercising.  It will be very bad to close the park because it is really important to the community.  I totally disagree with the council about how everyone can benefit from this.  It will make the environment suffer.  There are hedgehogs and birds which live in the park and they will lose their homes if you close the park.  We need the green space for our health.  Can you please look at your decision again, because this park is very dear to many people?

I hope to hear from you very soon.

Yours sincerely,  
Charlie Adams 








C


Dear Ms Roberts

I am writing regarding an article I saw in the newspaper about plans to close the park.  I am against this proposal, and I hope I can persuade you to keep the park open.

Firstly, the park is essential to the health and happiness of our community.   All sorts of people benefit from it.  For example, children play there, teenagers hang out and older people spend their free time relaxing and sunbathing.  If you close this park, we will have no green open spaces in the area.  In fact, I believe the council will end up spending more in the long run because of the stress and health problems we’ll get from not having a park.

What’s more, the park is an important area for the environment.  We have plants and trees, and without these, the birds and other animals will lose their homes and surely die.  In addition, if you build a hundred new homes, the area will be overcrowded, which will affect the environment even more.

Closing the park might benefit the council in the short-term, but it will harm us all much more in the long run.  We hope you will listen to our views and reconsider your plans.

Yours sincerely,
Nadia Ali
























Organising ideas

[image: http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/03/1b/61/62/kennedy-park-top-10-resort.jpg]Park to close
The council wants to close the local park and sell the land to property developers.  The council argues that everyone will benefit and by selling off the land, thousands of pounds will be available to improve services.
The council is keen to find out what people think.  
To make your views known, write to Anne Roberts at the council.

Read the letters from Jo, Charlie and Nadia (Letters A, B and C). 
Which of the following statements do the letters match?  You can tick more than one for each statement. 


	
	Letter A
	Letter B
	Letter C

	1. The writer has used paragraphs.
	
	
	

	2. Each paragraph is about a separate and distinct point.  It doesn’t combine more than one argument.
	
	
	

	3. The first paragraph introduces the topic. 
	
	
	

	4. The introductory paragraph sets out the writer’s opinion.
	
	
	

	5. The first sentence of each paragraph summarises the main point of that section.
	
	
	

	6. The writer gives reasons and evidence to support his/her arguments.
	
	
	

	7. The writer uses link words such as: also, in addition, firstly etc.
	
	
	

	8. Each sentence adds something new – there’s no repetition.
	
	
	

	9. A closing paragraph which pushes the point home.
	
	
	

	10. A well organised letter – points are clearly presented and are in a logical order.
	
	
	





1


Generate ideas 


Write down every idea


2


Merge duplicated ideas 


3


Check back with task - evaluate ideas


Which are best?  Remove irrelevant or bad ideas.


4


5


Organise the ideas into four or five groups.


Each group should have a particular theme or point


For each group of ideas, write a short heading that summarises its main point 


6


Organise the groups into the most logical order.  
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