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ABSTRACT

ESOL practitioners find
themselves at times in
contexts that Ilimit the
opportunities to provide the
right conditions for learners to
engage with second language
acquisition in  meaningful
dialogue.

Based on preliminary findings,
this paper argues that ESOL
Conversation Clubs offer a
vital alternative capable of
accommodating Inclusive,
democratic and participatory
strategies to support second
language learning, as
advocated by Freire (1972).

This Is not to argue, however,
that ESOL  Conversation
Clubs should replace formal
ESOL provision, but rather
that lessons learnt from their
practice may be useful to
inform wider ESOL practice,
iIncluding the one delivered
formally in colleges.

Our findings show strategies

to improve ESOL practice in
the classroom
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INTRODUCTION

METHODS AND MATERIALS

In this study data is collected from observations of ESOL
Conversation Clubs sessions and informal reflective
interviews with the volunteers that lead them in the local
community.

The project follows a bi-fold theme analysis: zooming in, the
focus looks at the learner/volunteer interaction in the learning
experience; zooming out the volunteers reflect on the lessons
learnt from their practice.

The themes are evaluated in the light of Bernstein (2000)’s
democratic pedagogy and the opportunities that they give to
develop learners’ critical ‘consciousness’ (Freire, 1972)

IS a democratic ESOL class, a reality or an oxymorons

Ana McDermott

ESOL Conversation Clubs take a participatory approach to
second language learning where learners are encouraged to
take an active role.

In this democratic classroom learners develop not only
language skills but also confidence in themselves as
speakers of a second language that is functional in their
everyday lives outside the conversation club.

Learner engagement is linked to participatory strategies
in a democratic classroom

INSIDE THE TOOLKIT

CONCLUSIONS

ESOL Conversation Clubs offer a vital alternative capable of
accommodating more inclusive, democratic and participatory
strategies to support second language learning.

Working in partnership with local colleges, these clubs can be
invaluable to complement language learning particularly at low
level. They can act as a bridge between the outer reach
minority learner and formal education.
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