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Practitioner-Led Research (2014-2015) 

Research Title
If ESOL learners are disadvantaged when moving on to Functional Skills, how can we bridge the gap?
Researcher(s)' name(s)
Joy Tomlinson
Organisation
North Lincolnshire Adult Community Learning
Related resources

· Poster 
· Padlet - http://padlet.com/joy_tomlinson/x97l6jkssnts
Key Findings
· There are assumptions made about Functional Skills learners. Firstly, the learners will understand terminology: ratio, area, pi. Secondly, that the learner will have the confidence to use their own data to move through the maths problems. Finally, the learners will have sufficient reading and reasoning skills to complete the activities at speed.

· Some colleagues believe that Functional Skills assumes one size fits all approach. 

· There is a belief that the disadvantage comes because the Functional Skills topics might not be the learners’ cultural experience particularly with maths, grammar and inference in reading. However, one interviewee contradicts this as they believe that the Functional Skills topics focusing on daily activities are easier than those that support citizenship.
Recommendations
1. Team teaching is a consideration for the following academic year to continue this effective method of bridging the gap for those moving from ESOL to Functional Skills.

2. A further PLAR is established and funded to ascertain if our initial assessment process is fit-for-purpose within the current context.

3. As an organisation, we continue to share teaching ideas so that we can improve our teaching and learning ideas.
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