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TUTOR COPY 2

DISCUSSION

The teacher is showing a number of laminated pictures of possible media influences – examples are from: Football/Sport, Media, TV

Ensure examples are given from both male and female possible role models and that the exercise gives examples of behaviour that is questionable from a racist/sexist/homophobic perspective.

The teacher is encouraging discussion and asking for examples from learners.

The teacher is asking who other influences and role models in society can be, what are the biggest opportunities for positive influence and who has responsibility for this?

The teacher is asking the question – ‘As a teacher what can we do to ensure that we promote pro-social modelling?’

Two or four teams (depending on the size of the group).  A flip chart and pens – looking for:

Keep promises			Keep appointments		Be honest
Challenge stereo-types		Think consequences	Positive feedback
Remind of goals			Challenge negativity	Encourage discussion
Attentive listening			Encourage empathy	Use of praise
Challenge racism, sexism, etc	Positive body language	Positive thinking


The teacher concludes the session by asking the learners what are the possible strengths and weakness of Pro-social modelling.

The greatest strength – the evidence says it does work (link to learning theory).  The pro-social approach seems to work because it provides a method for discouraging and challenging anti-social comments with a positive framework.  It puts in to practice the theory that people learn best by encouragement and praise rather than dis-interest or discouragement.

Criticism would come from workers who say ‘I do it anyway’.  Can pro-social modelling be taught?  Staff who have personality traits and beliefs such as optimism, fairness, punctuality, reliability and honesty will naturally promote this, but it is very hard to develop or change in the absence of these.

Further reading:

Transforming Behaviour – Pro-social Modelling in Practice, Sally Cherry (2005).
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