Wh- question words worksheets

These worksheets are for entry-level students to practice recognising and using wh- question words (what, when, where, who, why, how).

Sheets 1 & 2

I copied these two side-by-side on a sheet of A4. Initiate discussion on pics, e.g. ask what students know about Nelson Mandela, then read text together, focusing on question words. Elicit other easy questions that begin with the same wh- word (How much is it? etc). Students then copy words.

Sheet 3

I put these up as an OHP before I gave students the handout. We read about Soyful together, focusing on any tricky words. I then asked oral comprehension questions, and we did the first couple of written questions together. Again, focus on the question words. Students work in pairs to note answers to the questions. 

Sheet 4

Talk together about the pictures – elicit where they are. Show students the box of words at the bottom, and explain they have to choose the right word to make a question. Try one together. Point out that how appears more than once.

Sheet 5

Students match the questions and answers, working in pairs or groups. With my class this exercise took some time, but feedback was very good.

Sheet 6

This homework sheet provides further practice of wh- question words. In the first exercise, students match the start and end of each question. In the second, they choose a word from the box to complete the sentence.

Possible additional exercises

I also tried the following:

· Writing simple wh- questions onto card and cutting them into three, getting students to put them back together

· Holding up the different wh- words on flashcards, getting students to read them aloud and suggest sentences that begin with each

· Getting students to interview each other using wh- questions, and complete a personal information form
· Writing questions starting with each wh- word on the board, and eliciting the particular meaning of when (time), where (place), who (person) and why (reason). What and how aren’t easy to explain in this way, but focusing on the expressions how much and how many can help 
