SCARF REVIEW 2011: Shadab Iftikhar PNE
ST MATTHEWS PRIMATY SCHOOL / LONGANSANDS PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Introduction:
This project was delivered to a year 5 (Longsands Primary School) and year 4 (St Matthews).  It was delivered over two months with a total duration of 32hours. The scarf project followed a structured pattern, this was an hour theory followed by an hour practical. 
Benefits to the students:
The students benefited from this, their knowledge and understanding has improved greatly, their general awareness of society has broadened.   Prior to the project, they had little knowledge of themselves, other religions and beliefs, now I sincerely believe that the project has given them a further and more depth understanding of society. 
The students responded well to what was taught they seemed to enjoy learning about different religions, beliefs and countries etc. One thing that was noticeable was the desire to engage in discussion and share ideas. This allowed good controlled discussions which helped improve learning and allowed the classroom to become a good positive environment where controlled learning took place. This kind of environment made the kids comfortable therefore they were relaxed and easily engaged in conversation. As  these discussions were regular during the theory sessions, the classroom session started to become a more of a workshop, I thought this was a good positive step in the right directions as the kids were discussing and interacting themselves while the teachers supervised and offered advice and suggestions. 
The children all looked forward to the practical sessions, these were varied and children were kept on their toes. These practical’s taught the children to work together, co-operate and work as a team. The practical’s were used as a treat to the children, however they taught the children just as much as the class room sessions did. 
 Benefits to the assistants:
The college students did themselves proud, at the beginning majority were shy and hesitant however as they settled in the true colours started to come through. The positive and important note for me was how they interacted on a one to one basis with the children, and how they came across in front of a group. The approach and enthusiasm was fantastic and the man management skills as well as coaching skills; were of a high class. As the Scarf project moved along the skills improved and the students gained invaluable experiences. 

