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Name - Darren.

Age - 30.

Ethnic background - White British.

Prior experience in languages - Level 2 course in 
French for the last two years. Good oral skills.

General educational history - Left school at 16 
underachieving in his own view, preferred sport.

Links with relevant country - Has driven lorries 
across Europe for last 6 years and become interested 
in French. Is in contact with friends in France.

General interests - Sports, especially football and 
martial arts. DIY.

Other information - Wants to get a job in France.

Name - Adrienne.

Age - 16.

Ethnic background - White British.

Prior experience in languages - GCSE B in 
Spanish. Studied French to Year 9.

General educational history - GCSE 1 A Art and 8 
B. Achieved better than expected. Predicted C in 
some subjects.

Links with relevant country - Went on a school visit 
to France two years ago.

General interests - Painting and fashion (won a 
competition for interior design). Reading.
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Name - David.

Age - 16.

Ethnic background - White British.

Prior experience in languages - GCSE C in German 
- very good pronunciation. Studied French to Year 9. 

General educational history - GCSE 2 B PE and 
Drama, 6 C, 2 D Art and History.

Links with relevant country - Visited Germany with 
a football club last year.

General interests - Very keen on football. Drama 
(took lead role in school production last year).

Other information - Able student with a specific 
learning difficulty with writing. His SEN statement 
recommends use of laptop for writing, multi-sensory 
approach to learning and opportunities to work in 
small groups.

Name - Edward.

Age - 16.

Ethnic background - Black British.

Prior experience in languages - GCSE A in 
Spanish. Studied German to Year 9.

General educational history - GCSE 1 A* Art, 6 A, 
1 B History, 1 C Technology.

Links with relevant country - Goes to Spain most 
summers with family.

General interests - Plays in a rock group, skiing, 
basketball and films.
 
Other information - Keen on career in 
media/advertising. 
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Name - Maria.

Age - 17.

Ethnic background - White European.

Prior experience in languages - GCSE A in French 
and Spanish at GCSE a year ago.

General educational history - GCSE 2 A, 8 C.
Underachieved at GCSE expected to get As and Bs.

Links with relevant country - Speaks fluent Italian, 
both parents Italian. 

General interests - Dance, drama and cinema.
Following a rock group.

Other information - Moved to an independent 
school at 16 for AS but dropped out after a term. 
Has been working in family business and is now 
making a fresh start in an FE college.

Name - Hilary.

Age - 58.

Ethnic background - White British.

Prior experience in languages - Since retirement 
has gained French GCSE and now wants to do A 
level.

General educational history - Educated to degree 
standard. BA Hons in History.

Links with relevant country - Second home in 
France with partner, so is keen to improve her 
French.

General interests - Reading and current affairs.
Theatre and musical concerts.

Other information - Doesn’t like oral work in 
lessons - prefers comprehension and grammar work.
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Name - Martha.

Age - 76.

Ethnic background - White British.

Prior experience in languages - Studied French 
and Latin at school.

General educational history - OU degree in social 
sciences. Level 1/2 courses in German evening 
classes.

Links with relevant country - Extensive travel in 
Eastern Europe.

General interests - Travel abroad, bridge.

Other information - Retired civil servant – no family.

Name - Marika.

Age - 32.

Ethnic background - White European.

Prior experience in languages - Czech national 
who learnt German in Czech Republic.  Wants to 
improve her German.

General educational history - Successfully 
completed the leaving diploma in the Czech 
Republic at 18.

Links with relevant country - Regular visits to 
Czech Republic and has a number of friends she 
keeps in touch with by e-mail.

General interests - Reading, painting.

Other information - Wants to attend a level 3 class 
to ‘keep her German going’. English is good, married 
to an Englishman and has a young family. Works 
part-time as a beautician.
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Name - Rahul.

Age - 16.

Ethnic background - Asian British.

Prior experience in languages - GCSE B in German. 
Studied French to Year 9.

General educational history - GCSE 1 A PE, 2 B, 7 C, 
1 F. Underachieved at GCSE, predicted to get mainly 
Bs. Coursework a major problem – missed deadlines 
and lacked organisation.

Links with relevant country - None but wants a job 
where he can travel.

General interests - Loves football. Very good at ICT. 
Into film-making.

Other information - Has relatives in India whom he 
visits once every two years. Speaks a little of his 
grandparents’ home language.

Name - Rosemary.

Age - 16.

Ethnic background - White British.

Prior experience in languages - GCSE A* in French 
and German. Did coursework options in both, getting 
full marks in French.

General educational history - 8 GCSEs A-C.

Links with relevant country - Visited France with 
family on holiday three times.

General interests - Enjoys listening to all types of 
music, plays saxophone and clarinet.

6



7

Name - Matthew.

Age - 67.

Ethnic background - Unknown.

Prior experience in languages - Not known, but 
able to read and write French to level 2/3 standard.

General educational history - PhD in Physics.

Links with relevant country - Frequent 
archaeological trips abroad.

General interests -  Archaeology and Egyptology.

Other information - Recently widowed – children in 
USA. Wants to learn Arabic and improve French to 
enhance archaeological knowledge.

Name - Michelle.

Age - 22.

Ethnic background - Mixed White and Black 
Caribbean.

Prior experience in languages -  Level 2 award in 
Italian at evening class.

General educational history - Left school at 16 with 
2 GCSEs A-C and 7 Ds.

Links with relevant country - Worked as a chalet 
maid and as a holiday representative for the last two 
years in Italy.

General interests -  Skiing, cooking, travelling.

Other information - Wants to learn Italian properly 
to progress in the travel industry. Very anxious about 
writing and use of grammar.
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Name -  

Age -  

Ethnic background -  

Prior experience in languages - 

General educational history -

Links with relevant country - 

General interests - 

Other information -


