
Tree of Learning in ICT teaching and learning
Purpose

To enable ICT tutors to explore learners’ learning goals at the beginning of a course and revisit them at other stages, so that learning is focused and personalised.

To provide a resource that tutors in any curriculum area can use, to give the learner a voice.

Learning outcomes

These vary with the options. Generally, outcomes will be that learners will have explored and identified their needs and purposes and reviewed their learning in relation to those needs and purposes.

Activities

Three ways of using The Tree of Learning are described in this resource.

· The Tree of Learning used for initial (and subsequent) assessment.

· The Tree of Learning related to Desk Top Publishing (DTP) course for beginners.

· The Tree of Learning used to explore learners' hopes, fears and expectations.

Use

For use by ICT tutors directly with their learners.

Themes

Assessment, RARPA: the five steps.
Planning learning, reviewing progress.

Improving teaching and learning (relevance and differentiation).
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Guidance for tutors 

The 'Tree of Learning' is a very straightforward idea that can be used in a variety of different ways and at different times during an ICT course and during other courses. It can help translate learners’ personal learning goals into more formal learning. It’s also adaptable to other purposes. 

Three possible uses for the Tree of Learning are illustrated in this resource:

· the Tree of Learning in initial (and subsequent) assessment

· the Tree of Learning related to a Desk Top Publishing (DTP) course for beginners; and
· the Tree of Learning used to explore learners' hopes, fears and expectations.

These activities: 

· can break down barriers to learning

· get learners to really think about their reasons for doing the course; and
· open up opportunities for tutors to shape their courses so that they are genuinely relevant to learners needs.

When you use The Tree of Learning, there are some things you should be careful to address.
· Take into account the potential Skills for Life needs of individual learners.  You may have learners with literacy needs who struggle with certain words, or ESOL learners who need language support.  More pronounced needs may require extra learning support.

· Some learners, away from learning for some time or with mental health difficulties, may be discomfited by group work or even by working in pairs.  Handling this requires sensitivity.  Ensure that the needs of learners with limited mobility, hearing or visual impairments are met: for example, ensuring that when learners’ ‘trees’ are displayed, they are at an acceptable height for anyone in a wheelchair, and that wheelchair users and others with restricted mobility can move around in safety.
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Option 1: The Tree of Learning for general initial (and subsequent) assessment
	Scenario:

	This activity will usually take place at the very beginning of a course.

	Aims

	· To identify the purposes for which learners require ICT skills.

· To translate these purposes into relevant activities or learning goals to be used in both individual and group learning plans.

	Generic learning outcomes from the activities and resources

	Learners will have:
· identified the purposes for which they want to use ICT

· recognised the relevance of the ICT taught and related it to their personal needs and purpose

· created their own individual learning plan and recognised the learning needs of others in the group; and
· tracked their own progress towards achieving their individual learning goals.

	Differentiated learning outcomes

	· Differentiation will be by outcome and by degree of support from the tutor.  Learners will use the same resources and undertake the same tasks but will carry them out at different levels. 

	Resources

	· Large blank Tree of Learning for classroom display. Print out the download at A3 size. 

· Leaf-shaped sticky notes. 

· Handouts pre-printed with blank Tree of Learning. (link to downloadable blank template).

	Time required: About an hour


	Stage 1

	The tutor introduces the Tree of Learning activity, which is not computer-based.  The tutor hands round leaf-shaped Sticky notes, some of them pre-defined, but most of them blank.

	Stage 2

	Learners reflect on their own learning needs and write their purposes onto the leaves.
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	Stage 3

	Each learner shares their individual purposes with another learner, giving them a chance to develop further their own purposes, and complete more leaves if necessary.

	Stage 4

	Learners place their own leaves on a pre-prepared tree on a white board or displayed in some other form.  Tutor and learners discuss what learners have written. Jointly they group the leaves that have similar content.

	Stage 5

	Learners are given a brief summary of what the course contains and relate their purposes (on the leaves) to course content.

	Stage 6

	Learners, using a handout with a Tree of Learning on it, record the purpose(s) of their learning.  The content can then be adapted and transcribed into individual and group learning plans.

	Stage 7 - During and at the end of the course…

	Tutor and learners re-visit learners' individual Trees of Learning to review their progress and the relevance of the course to their needs (combining individual assessment and general course evalution).
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Option 2:
The Tree of Learning and an introductory Desk Top  Publishing course
	Scenario:

	This would be used at the beginning of a DTP course with learners who are familiar with IT but not specifically with DTP.  They would already have had some information, advice and guidance before starting the course but this activity will give more detail.  The results of the session could be used for formulating individual and group learning plans.

	Aims

	· To introduce the course.

· To establish individual learning objectives.

· To facilitate class dynamics.

· To give learners a sense of achievement by the end of the session.

	Generic learning outcomes 

	Learners will have:

· demonstrated an understanding of what the course is about

· identified objectives/reasons for attending course

· shared information with other learners; and
· completed a poster of a tree identifying their own individual learning goals for the course.

	Differentiated learning outcomes

	Differentiation will be by outcome and by degree of support from the tutor.  Learners will undertake the same tasks and using the same resources but will carry them out at different levels.  

They will have:

· identified different objectives and reasons for attending; and
· completed different tree posters.

	Resources

	· Computers.

· Data projector. 

· Screen.

· Printer. 

· A Tree of Learning template accessible on each learner’s computer.

· Personal learning plan.

	Time required:  About 1 hour
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	Stage 1

	An introductory, tutor-led discussion about the course and what it might cover, together with a print out of a Tree of Learning with some text boxes already on it.

	Stage 2

	Using a data projector, laptop and screen, the tutor opens the already created tree, creates leaves by making textboxes, and manipulates the text boxes in various ways, such as re - sizing, using different shapes and colours or inserting pictures.

	Stage 3

	With the tutor's support, learners work on the Tree of Learning on their own computer screens, removing text boxes that are not relevant, adding ones that are, or undertaking more complex tasks according to knowledge and experience.

	Stage 4

	Learners print out their trees and display them on the classroom walls, discussing them amongst themselves and with their tutor.  They discuss the skills they have mastered.

	Stage 5

	The personal learning goals or more specific learning outcomes on the learners' different Trees of Learning can be used for individual and group learning plans, and revisited at different stages of the course to measure what learning has taken place.
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 The Tree of Learning template 
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	Name:
	Date:
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Option 3:
The Tree of Learning (and hopes, fears and expectations    about an ICT course).

	Scenario:

	This activity can be done at the outset of an ICT course and revisited during the programme to see to what extent hopes have been fulfilled, expectations met and fears banished.

	Aims

	· To explore learners’ purposes and motivations for undertaking an ICT course.

· To enable tutors and learners to get to know each other.

· To establish a framework for a course that is useful and relevant to learners.

	Intended learning outcomes 

	By the end of the activity, learners will have:

· explored and shared issues to do with the course

· clarified their motives and purposes for doing it; and
· established a framework for joint planning of the course.

	Differentiated learning outcomes

	· Learners will undertake the same tasks using the same resources and activities.  Differentiation will be achieved by outcome.

· Each learner will have produced a different set of hopes, fears and expectations and the basis for a different individual learning plan for later review.

	Resources

	· Large pre-prepared Tree of Learning for display.

· Sticky notes for learners to write on. 

	Time required:  About 35 minutes


	Stage 1

	Following initial introductions and scene setting by the tutor, learners fill in leaf-shaped sticky notes on their hopes, fears and expectations in relation to the course.

	Stage 2

	The notes are stuck onto a pre-prepared Tree of Learning and tutor and learners discuss them.
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	Stage 3

	The notes are grouped into different categories and are used by the tutor to guide delivery of the course so that it is relevant to learners' articulated needs.

	Stage 4

	The findings are used to help tutor and learners complete individual learning plans.

	Links

	Themes:        Planning learning and Reviewing Progress

Assessment, RARPA

www.readwriteplus.gov.uk  

Bear in mind that some of your learners may need to develop their language, literacy and numeracy skills.  If you are new to Skills for Life, this site is a useful general starting point for you to explore. The section on teaching and learning gives a good overview of the Skills for Life agenda.   If you are already involved in Skills for Life, you may find it useful to receive the regular updates from the site.


	Evaluation and comments

	Taking into account feedback from learners

What went well?

What would I do differently next time?


© Crown copyright 2006
10
Create Posters








Create Newsletters











Use clipart & word art











Get to know my computer better!











Become more competent using the computer

















Have fun using the computer








Play with colour schemes



































Make Cards








