What is meant by differentiation?


The term differentiation refers to anything you do that accommodates differences in your learners, leading them to learn effectively.
Convery and Coyle (1993) defined differentiation as:

the process by which teachers provide opportunities for learners to achieve their potential, working at their own pace through a variety of relevant learning activities.

Meeting individual needs means that learners work both individually and together.  For most adults, the support of the group is a very important part of the course.

In order to differentiate effectively, you will need to have two sets of resources:

·     core work suitable for all learners; and

·     extension or alternative activities that take into account individual goals, interests, need and levels.
You’ll find more information about differentiation in the theme Improving teaching and learning. 
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