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Be your own critic

Glossary

Use this glossary to find definitions of some of the words you may wish to use in evaluations.

You can extend the list by adding further words and definitions which link to your own work and vocational area.

	Word
	Definition



	A
	

	A & R people
	Artists and repertoire people. They work for record companies and are responsible for finding and signing up new musical talent.

	abstract
	A style of art based on shapes and colours, which does not try to show objects or people as seen in reality. 

	accent
	The way in which people in a particular area or country pronounce words.

	accessory item
	Something that complements a main fashion item (for example, a handbag or shoes that go with a dress). 

	ad-lib
	Something said without preparation (for example, when an actor says something not in the script, possibly to cover a mistake, or makes a joke). 

	agent 
	Someone who acts on behalf of another person. For example, an actor’s agent will find them work and negotiate fees.

	analysis 
	A detailed study or investigation of the structure of a product or performance.

	angle
	The focus or attitude taken towards a topic or subject.



	arrangement
	The adaptation of a piece of music, so it can be played differently (for example, by a different instrument or in a different style). 

	article


	A self-contained section of writing, on a particular subject, in a newspaper or magazine.

	aspiration
	A hope or ambition you set yourself to achieve. 


	assets
	The contents used to construct a webpage (for example, photographs, clip art, animated images, text, music and sound effects).

	atmosphere
	The mood created by a work of art.



	authoring tools
	Computer software used by designers for making content such as web sites. 

	B
	

	balance
	An adjustment made to equalise elements or make them more harmonious (for example, the adjustment of volume between instruments or voices so that each can be heard when recording or mixing a piece of music; or, in a visual composition, the arrangement of shapes or forms and the background space around them to achieve a harmonious composition).

	baroque
	Belonging to an elaborate and decorative Western style of art and music from the period 1600-1750. 

	body language
	The movements or positions that people adopt by which they unintentionally show what they are thinking or feeling (or intentionally if they are an actor playing a role). 

	brief
	A set of instructions, usually set by a customer or client, that indicates or specifies what is needed. 

	bug list
	A list of errors in a programme or product, such as a web site, which need to be fixed.

	C
	

	cadenza
	A solo section, usually at the end of a piece of music, to show off a soloist’s skills.

	cans
	Informal name for headphones.



	campaign


	A series of activities or events, designed to try to achieve something – for example, to change a person’s opinion on a subject.

	camouflage


	The use of colour or shape to hide something by making it blend in with its surroundings. 

	cast


	All the actors who perform in a film or theatrical production.

	casting
	The process of choosing actors to take the parts of the characters in a film or play.

	centre line
	Imaginary line through the centre of the stage.



	ceramics


	Objects such as pottery that are made from clay and baked or fired in a kiln.

	chasing 
	A technique similar to engraving or embossing for placing a design on a metal item.

	choreographer
	A person who composes a dance and supervises its production. 

	chronology
	The date order in which events have happened.



	clauses
	Particular sections or paragraphs of a legal document.



	coding
	Writing and testing of the data in a computer programme. 

	col legno
	Musical term meaning to hit the strings of an instrument such as a violin or cello with the wood of the bow, rather than stroking them with the hair of the bow.

	collate
	Bring together and arrange, in order, a collection of drawings, documents or information. 

	commission
	A piece of work that has been specially asked for and usually paid for by a client.

	compose
	Combine and arrange visual elements - for example, colours and lines - in an artwork or photograph; or musical elements - for example, pitch and rhythm - in a song or instrumental piece.

	concept
	An idea or invention.



	concerto
	A piece of music for a soloist and orchestra.



	connect with a viewer or listener
	Be understood by an audience.

	consumerism


	The desire to own and buy more new goods, which has been a characteristic of many modern societies.

	contemporary
	Existing, living or happening at the same time.


	context


	The situation in which something exists, which gives it meaning.

	copy
	The written text for a publication. 



	copyright
	The legal protection to stop someone copying a work or part of a work (for example, a book, play, film, photograph or recording).

	craft process


	The process of skilfully making objects with your hands or using traditional methods.

	critical thinking
	A thought process that analyses and evaluates.



	cropping
	Cutting off the edges of a photograph or image. 



	culture


	The general customs, habits and beliefs of a particular group of people. 

	current affairs
	Political news of events happening now.



	cut of garments
	The structure or way that clothes are made, which results in the way the clothes look and feel.

	D
	

	Dada or Dadaism 


	An influential art and literary movement from 1916 to 1923, aimed at destroying traditional values in art and mocking the values of society.

	dance notation
	The graphical representation of dance movements, similar to a music score.

	deadline
	The time or date by which a piece of work must be completed.

	depth
	In a painting, the impression of distance. It is created by using particular colours or tones to make objects in the foreground appear closer, larger and brighter, and objects in the background appear to recede, or seem further away. 

	delegation
	Handing the responsibility for a task over to someone else.

	demo
	A demonstration or example of a product or piece of work. (For example, a band might produce a demo CD of some of their songs to show to an agent.)

	dexterity
	The ability to perform actions quickly and skilfully with the hands.

	devise


	To imaginatively invent and plan the production of a piece of art or music. 

	dialect


	A regional form of a language which uses its own words and grammar.

	dialogue
	The words spoken between two or more actors in a play or film.



	diction
	The style in which someone speaks, nowadays often taken to mean clear pronunciation of words so that each word is easily heard.

	documentary 


	A film or TV programme that presents a factual report about real events, usually without personal feelings. 



	double-page magazine spread
	An article or photograph printed over two facing pages of a newspaper or magazine.

	downstage
	Towards the front of the stage, nearest the audience. 



	dramatic tension


	The part of a narrative structure, as in a film or play, when the action moves to the climax of a scene.

	E
	

	edit


	The selection or joining together of words, sounds or images to create meaning.

	electroplating
	Coating an object with a metal, by using an electric current.

	emotional contact
	A feeling or mood created by a painting or performance in a viewer or listener.  

	enamelling
	Coating an object with a decorative glass substance. 

	enhance


	To make something better by improving its quality, ease of use or look. 

	episode
	One of several parts of a story.

	equity card
	The card showing membership of the trade union for professional performers and other creative workers.



	ethnic
	Relating to a national or racial group of people.



	evaluation
	The review and judgement of the quality or success of a process, product or performance.

	exploration
	The process of discovering or investigating more about something, often in a number of ways. 

	extemporisation
	A performance given without planning or preparation.



	extra
	An actor in film or TV who does not have a speaking part.



	F
	

	fashion house
	A company that designs and produces high fashion under a particular brand name. 

	flagship
	The best or most important product or artefact in a company’s range.

	‘fly on the wall’


	A style of documentary film making where the film crew merge into the background and record things as if they were ‘a fly on the wall’. 

	flyer
	A small piece of paper that advertises a product or event.

	Fibonacci 


	In the 13th century, an Italian mathematician called Fibonacci introduced the decimal number system to the Western world. This replaced Roman numerals. See also Fibonacci numbers, Fibonacci spiral and Golden section in this glossary.

	Fibonacci numbers


	The Fibonacci numbers form a series or sequence that begins with 0, then 1, then 1 again. After that you add the last two numbers to get the next number, so the series runs 0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21… 

	Fibonacci spiral


	The Fibonacci numbers also appear in natural forms such as flowers, seed heads, fir cones, shells and the branching of plants. For example, many flowers have a number of petals that appears in the Fibonacci series: lilies have 3 petals, buttercups have 5, asters have 21, and some daisies have 89. The seeds in a sunflower seed head are packed together in such a way as to form a spiral based on the Fibonacci series. This spiral shape can be seen on the Creative journey poster.

	focus 


	To place the emphasis on or make something the centre of attention (for example, the main subject of an article or TV programme). 

	freelancer 
	Someone who is not a permanent employee of one company but who works, usually for a number of companies, on short-term contracts. 

	front page


	The first page of a newspaper or magazine. In a newspaper it contains pictures and headlines of the most important stories of the day.

	G
	

	gallery
	The production control room of a television studio; or an exhibition centre for the visual arts.

	genre


	A style or type of art, music, TV programmes, books, etc. For instance, soaps are a particular genre of television programme; tabloids are one genre of newspaper. 

	Golden section 


	The Golden section is a ratio similar to the Fibonacci series and is usually represented by the Greek letter phi. In ancient Greece, master builders used this ratio when constructing buildings such as the Parthenon in Athens. During and since the Renaissance, painters and master builders, architects and designers have often used the Golden section in planning the composition of their work. When we are attracted to a piece of creative work or even to the appearance of someone’s face, this is often because there is a harmony or balance in the composition or the person’s features and the ratios or proportions may be very similar to that of the Golden section. 

	H
	

	HTML
	Hyper Text Markup Language, the computer code used to display a webpage. 

	harmonies
	The sound of two different notes being played or sung together.

	I
	

	idea development
	Taking an idea a stage further.

	illustrate


	To draw pictures or create images, for example, for a book or magazine, to enhance the meaning or appearance of a story or text for the reader or viewer.

	image manipulation software
	A computer package used to edit or modify photographs or two-dimensional representations.

	impact


	The effect or influence that something has on a situation or person.

	improvisation
	A performance or speech made up on the spur of the moment, without practice.

	independent label
	A recording company operating without the support of a major recording company.  

	influence


	To affect or change how someone or something develops, behaves or thinks.

	innovative idea
	A new, original and useful thought.



	inspiration
	The stimulus or prompt behind a creative idea, which could take a number of forms (for example, a person; something that can be seen, heard or touched; a feeling or experience).

	interactive media
	Media that allow the user to be actively involved.



	interpretation
	An opinion or explanation of the meaning of words, or of a performance, work of art, or event, for instance.

	intonation
	The variation in sound when someone speaks. Often this will affect the meaning of what is being said. 

	intricate
	Consisting of a number of small pieces arranged in a complicated way or in a manner that is difficult to understand.

	J
	

	jingle
	A memorable, short piece of music or words used to advertise or identify a product (for example, a television channel).

	K
	

	
	

	L
	

	land -based artists


	Artists who use products of the land in their work or who base their work in the natural environment. 

	layering of paint
	Painting one coat of paint over another, to build up texture, for instance.

	lifestyle


	An individual’s chosen way of living: for example, the things they do, and where they live and work.

	lighting and sound boards
	Another name for lighting and sound mixing desks.

	lighting plot
	A drawing that represents the position and state of lights in a theatre or film set.

	log tapes
	Records of the start and finish points of each shot of a videotape.

	lyrics
	The words of a song.

	M
	

	mark 
	An impression made on something, such as a line on a piece of paper.

	markup language
	 A computer code that contains information on the presentation and format of a document.

	medium
	The material used by an artist in the creation of a piece of work (for example, oils, watercolours, bronze). 

	melody
	A tune or sequence of notes, often part of a larger piece of music.

	message


	The most important idea in a book, film or play.

	minor key
	A musical term that describes a melodic sequence or harmonies built on the minor scale. The music usually sounds dark or sad. 

	mixed media
	A variety of different media used in the production of a piece of art (for example, oil, paint and wood).

	mixing desk
	A device for combining, altering and routing audio signals.

	monologue
	A long theatrical speech or reading by one person.



	mood
	An emotional feeling that a piece of art or a performance can give the viewer or listener.

	multi-skilled
	Able to use many skills.

	multi-tasking
	Carrying out several different tasks at the same time.

	music scores
	Handwritten or printed music with all the vocal and instrumental parts shown one below the other. The notes are often written on lines called a stave.

	N
	

	narrative
	A story or description of events told in a particular sequence. 

	narrator


	A person who tells a story or tells an audience what is happening in a play or film.

	niche
	A specialist, often small area of an industry or market (for example, special effects within the film industry). 

	O
	

	outline


	A brief description or summary of the main points of something.

	out of the box


	Imaginative and outside the usual or accepted way of thinking about things.

	overlocking
	A type of stitch produced by sewing machine, used in the manufacture of clothes.

	P
	

	PA (public address)
	Equipment for amplifying sounds, for example, music or speech, so that an audience can hear.

	painting style
	The physical techniques and way of working used by an artist; or the look and method of a specific painting movement such as Cubism or Impressionism.

	pastels
	An art medium; sticks of dry colour made with gum and water.

	pattern cutter
	A person in the fashion industry who, working from the designer’s drawings, makes the initial prototype pattern used in the production of clothes.

	period
	A set length of time or an era in history when certain styles or movements were dominant (for example, the Classical period, the Baroque period).

	pitching an idea
	Presenting thoughts or concepts with the aim of persuading someone to buy, use or do something.

	plot
	The story told in a play or film.



	portfolio
	A collection of documents or electronic media that shows a creative person’s range of work. 

	portraiture
	The making of portraits, either realistic or representational images of people.

	practitioner
	A person working in a specific job or profession.

	primary research
	The collection of original data (for example, by making drawings, taking photographs, interviewing people or distributing a questionnaire).

	problem solving 
	The process of analysing and forming solutions to resolve a situation.

	profile
	The amount of public exposure and attention a person receives.

	project the voice
	To sing or speak loudly and clearly so that an audience can hear.

	proof reader
	Someone who examines and corrects a document before the final copies are produced.

	protest song


	A song that criticises or expresses an opinion against a subject, often political. 

	publicist
	Someone who creates and manages publicity for a client (for example, a celebrity).



	Q
	

	quality
	The features and characteristics of a piece of art, performance or product.

	R
	

	rational
	Based on clear and reasoned thought. 



	recall audition
	A second, usually more specific, audition.



	rectangular forms
	In a painting or sculpture, tall, four-sided shapes, or solids with right angles at each corner.

	reflect


	To carefully consider or give an opinion on something that has happened or been observed, such as a piece of art or a film.

	repertoire
	All the work a musician, actor, or group of performers are able to perform, sometimes from memory. 

	repertory theatre
	Part of the performing arts industry, a company that presents plays from a repertoire, usually for short periods of time.

	repetitive chord sequence
	A series of chords played in order several times.

	representation
	A sign or symbol of a feeling or object; or the way in which people, places, events or issues, for example,  are portrayed or stereotyped in media products, works of art or performances.

	researcher


	The person who does pre-production work, finding out information and opinions and making contacts. A television researcher may also organise and carry out some filming (for example, for interviews).

	resources
	The money, personnel, time, materials and equipment needed to complete a task. 

	review
	To give an opinion or reflect on a process, product or performance, for example, in order to make or suggest changes to it.

	running order


	The order and duration of the stories or sections within a TV programme.

	S
	

	sample maker
	Someone who makes the first version of a garment from the designer’s drawings. 

	scenario
	A description of a future event or series of events; often an outline of what will happen in scenes of a play or film.

	scene
	A section of a film or of an act in a play.

	sci-fi 

	An abbreviation for science fiction; a type of book or film set in the future.

	script  
	The words of a film, play, broadcast or speech, written in a standard format.

	script language
	A computer programme that gives instructions on the presentation of the content (for instance, JavaScript, ActionScript or Lingo).

	secondary research
	The collation of existing research data (for example, books or audio recordings). 

	semi-precious stones
	Moderately valuable stones used in the making of jewellery, for instance, turquoise or opal. 

	sequential paintings
	Paintings that are intended to be viewed in a certain order to tell a story or develop a certain train of thought or series of feelings.

	series
	Products or performances – for instance, books, television or radio programmes – linked by the same subject, theme or characters, and written or produced by the same person or team.

	session musician
	A professional musician available for hire, usually for one or a few performances in a recording studio or concert hall, but not as a soloist.

	sight-read


	To read out a piece of drama or read and play a piece of music without having seen it before.

	singing range
	The span of notes that a performer can sing, from the highest to the lowest. 

	sitcom


	Short for situation comedy, a type of TV comedy programme usually based around the same characters and location.

	skills audit
	An identification of the skills possessed and required by workers.

	sombre
	Sad, serious, dark, humourless.



	soap opera 


	An ongoing serious TV drama set around the regular characters in a particular location.  

	social issues


	Events and trends that are the subject of national debate because they seriously affect society and individual people within it (for example, climate change). 

	sound check


	The practice of a small section of a performance – for instance, a few bars of a song or a few words from a speech – in order to make sure that the sound will be heard clearly by the audience or to check that there is an appropriate sound signal for recording speech or music.

	sound effects 


	Sounds, not speech or music, used in radio or film, to make the story more real or to provoke a feeling in the audience (for instance, excitement or tension).

	sound engineer


	A person responsible for the audio quality of a performance, media production or recording. 

	spontaneity
	The feeling of something that is done on the spur of the moment, unplanned or without cause. 

	stage hand
	A person who works backstage in a theatre, setting up lights, props and scenery. 

	stage presence
	The ability of a performer to attract and retain the attention of the audience, particularly through their body language.

	stereotype


	A simple and generalised view of a group of people, based on easily identifiable characteristics, which does not allow for individuality.

	stimulate
	To create an interest or feeling about something.

	storyboard
	A series of drawings which shows the sequence of events in a section of a film or a web site, for instance.

	storyline
	The plot or sequence of events, for instance, in a film or book.

	supernatural


	Not of this world or subject to natural laws and explanation.

	Surrealism


	An art movement of film, painting and literature that used images and ideas based on the subconscious mind and dreams. Images often used unrelated objects in unusual places, or showed impossible things happening.

	symbol


	A sign, image or object that represents or stands for something else.

	symbolise unity


	To use an image or symbol to show the togetherness or agreement of a group of people.



	T
	

	technical specification


	A description of the construction and not the content or style of a product, artefact or performance.



	texture
	The quality or variation of a surface (for example, rough, smooth, soft, hard).

	theme
	The main subject or idea that runs through media, performing arts, or art and design work. 

	tone
	In painting, the lightness or darkness of a colour.

	trade fair
	A large event or show where companies or organisations aim to publicise, sell or demonstrate their products or services.

	traditional
	Following customs, styles or ways of living that have continued for a long time without change.

	triptych
	Usually an art piece made up of three paintings or panels, hinged together so that the two outer ones fold in towards the central one.

	typeface
	A design of type used in printing. Typefaces are often named after the designer or early printer who developed them.

	U
	

	unbiased
	Not influenced by opinions; without prejudice; impartial; fair. 

	understanding
	Knowledge and awareness of aspects such as quality, content, application of people, topics, situations, working practices and skills.

	V
	

	virtuoso
	An extremely skilful performer.

	vision  
	A particular, sometimes fresh, approach to a subject.

	vocal piece
	Music using the voice.

	vocational area
	A particular section of the world of employment, including a group of related jobs and occupations (for example, dance, photography).

	voice-overs
	The spoken words of a person that you cannot see, used in a film or a television programme.

	W
	

	warm-ups
	A series of physical exercises that a singer or an actor does before performing.

	X, Y, Z
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