

Be your own critic video transcripts

Media: Website critique one

Watch this video

Intentions
This website is aimed at people who want to maintain their lifestyle and maintain their social conscience. They want to look good but still save the planet. The unique selling point from this website is that 3 per cent of profits from the sale of the bag go to support environmental projects. 

Preparation
The designer of this website was also the developer. She was responsible for the design, layout and coding of the website. She began by discussing the purpose of the website and the target audience with the client. The designer needed to know what type of person the client wanted to attract to the website and the overall image required, especially for the home page. The client explained that the aim of the website was to sell eco-friendly shopping bags to young trendy adults, but targeted at women. The designer had some initial ideas and put together a storyboard for the client to help them visualise what the finished site would look like. She also provided a flow chart and site map to show how the site might work. 

A starting point for the design was the site structure. A clear site structure results in good navigation within the site. A menu at the side of the page enables the user to use the links between the different pieces of information. The menu, together with the location indicator, lets the user know where they are, and lets the user track back through previously visited pages. Simplicity is the key to good website design. The designer applied design principles. She aimed to have a clear focal point: the images. She also created an effective combination of elements, for example colour and font size, that would direct the eye towards other important information or areas of interest. She considered the scale of the main design elements, for example the logo, text, images and adverts. She also considered the balance between them. 

Effect on viewer
Because of the colours and images used, the first impression on the viewer is a fun one. The home page is very clean as there is a lot of white space and not too much content. The navigation panel to the right is very clear, as the text is easy to read. The font used gives the page a light feel, there are only a few links in the navigation panel. This allows the text to be well spaced out, which gives the impression of order and calmness whilst still appearing to be modern.  The company’s logo is in a ‘high street chic’ style that will appeal to a young environmentally aware woman who will want to use and be seen using the product. The images at the top of the page show the bags being used and give the impression that the women who use these bags are strong, independent free spirits. The text at the centre of the page is used as a hook. It is short and to the point as the audience of this product may not spend a lot of time reading text. The text appeals to the audience because it is saying they look trendy and do something to save the world at the same time. 

Media: Website critique two

Watch this video

Intentions
This website is a campaigning website.

Preparation 
The developer carried out research amongst his friends and relations. 

Identify improvements to the process and the final product
The designer had to extend the deadline by a week but produced a visually interesting website that engages the viewer by the use of attention-grabbing images and text. The colours used are bright, and this is enhanced by the use of white as a background. There are a large number of links that will give the viewer a range of information and contents. The developer has used the views of his friends and relations as a focus group for the content within the site. The result is something that has a very strong first impression. 

Art and design: Landscape Art critique

Watch this video

Intentions
These works are about ‘Boundaries’. These two images here are traditional three quarter view landscapes. This is a purposeful act, as the artist wants us to recognise these as landscapes. They are part of a series of three sequential paintings known as a triptych. The triptych in turn will be part of a larger exhibition.

Preparation
The artist began by thinking about natural boundaries such as walls, fences and trees, and wanted to visit a landscape defined by the weather and mankind. The artist chose the North Yorkshire Moors, making detailed drawings near a village called Ruswarp. This is a small, isolated community. Sketches were made and photographs taken, to build up a reference which could be used in the studio. Looking at the work of Alan Rankle and Richard Diebenkorn provided other ideas; particularly how these artists create atmosphere and depth. This quality can be seen in the layering of paint.

Process
The first stage for the artist was to develop the composition. Sketchbooks were used extensively to try out ideas, draw, and explore media and processes in colour, texture, and mixed media. 

Once the artist has decided the images that make up his painting - for example, the landforms, the structure of the painting was developed in the fence posts and walls. He did not draw or paint exactly what he saw when he looked at a particular view outside. In the studio he made small ’thumbnail’ sketches in pencil or colour to develop the composition for the painting.  He changed the scale and size of the different parts of the composition and also moved them to see which would have most impact and make a more balanced picture. The artist had not used oil paint on a large scale before, so experimented to gain more confidence.  It was important to work in an abstract way, portraying the mood of the moors. This helped to loosen the painting style. Charcoal was used as the medium to enable the artist to work quickly with energy. At the colour stage, varnish was layered into the paint to give a wilder look, with more spontaneity.

As the series of paintings are developed, there is more atmosphere and depth and more emotional contact. There are scratches into the paint surface reflecting the markings on the land. Words are scraped into the paint and record the raw emotion of the barren landforms. The rectangular forms represent fence posts and help to give the painting structure. The emotional contact increases as the series of paintings are developed. These paintings are made with vigorous marks in charcoal and paint.

Presentation
The paintings are on canvas. They can be left unframed but could look best in a simple wooden box frame with space around the canvas, which allows the painting to appear to float against the background, yet still frames the image.  The paintings are not very large, approximately one metre by three quarters of a metre; this allows them to be displayed in a home, or gallery. They would look good grouped together and displayed in a foyer of a client’s business.

Effect on viewer
The first images are rather flat in the surface quality, as the feeling of a conventional landscape was foremost in the artist’s thinking. Later works in the series have more meaning and ‘connect’ with the viewer. We know these are landscapes but we can imagine how we feel standing in the landscape, aware of the impact of structures and time. There will be a ‘final painting’ in the series and all the stages of development are a fundamental part of the creative journey.

Art and design: Portrait Art critique

Watch this video

Intentions
This drawing is a young friend of the artist.

Preparation
The artist took a series of photographs of her friend.

Process
The artist made several sketches from the photographs.  Some versions were produced to a large scale. She then chose to produce the final drawing in pastels.

Identify improvements
The learner has produced an expressive portrait. It captures a spontaneous happy moment when a group of friends are together having a laugh. The learner has used a photograph to work from and this portrait seems to capture a particular moment like a photograph does. The bracelets and clothes are well drawn and her hands are carefully observed. Colour is also used effectively to give a feeling of form in the face. The end result is a very personal response.


Performing arts: Violinist performance critique 

Watch this video

Julian is going to play a piece by the celebrity violinist and composer of the 20th century, Fritz Kreisler. Kreisler wrote many exciting pieces for the violin including solos for encores and cadenzas for concertos. This composition, called ‘Tempo di Minuetto’, is a pastiche.
[Julian plays the piece]

Performing arts: Vocal performance critique

Watch this video

This singer is improvising a melody over a simple chord sequence in different styles. She does not sing pre-written lyrics but uses her voice in the way in which someone may use a musical instrument.
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