[image: image1.jpg]Teaching and Learning Programme

LA e
improvement
Agency

Creative and media






Creative journey audio wall transcripts

Drama teacher

My creative aspiration is to go on to drama school and to then do a PGCE in acting, so I can teach drama. I’d love to be an actress, but it’s such a hard profession to do. So I would probably love to be a drama teacher and help what I have learnt into other children so they can go on to be actors and actresses. I will achieve this by just working hard at what I do and getting all my work in on time, and keep going for it don’t give up, that’s what I think. Through asking people what to do and advice, that’s how I am going to achieve my dream, because that is what I want to do. 

The skills and personal qualities that I already have to help me achieve my goal - I am already quite a confident person, and college has helped me become more confident, especially when on stage. It’s helped me learn to project more and to be myself, but as a character, so you have to put your own personal style onto it which quite helps because as I said I am quite confident. 

The skills and personal qualities that I still need to achieve my goal is definitely to learn how to sing better because I need to start learning how to use my diaphragm and to use my vocal cords, and practise the breathing techniques that they have given us at college. They do actually really help and, especially when we were practising for our musical, when as soon as they said “Use your diaphragm Susie!” my sound came out so much better, so that is definitely something I need to work on. 

Storyteller
My name is Roop Singh, and I’m a professional storyteller. My job involves telling stories, and what I’ve actually developed over the years is not just telling stories but actually role-playing and dramatising stories. 

I came into storytelling by my own life experience. Now I was bullied at school, then when my children got bullied I made myself available to go into the school and perhaps tell them how I felt and my story of being bullied. It actually had a powerful effect on the children and they stopped the bullying. Now what happened then is I realised that through storytelling, the audience is more receptive and are prepared to listen more than, say, a lecture. And what I’ve done over the years now is develop that storytelling, whether it be bullying or racism, whatever issue I need to bring to the forefront of these young people, I’ll use it through story telling and drama. 

Sometimes in life you have to take opportunities and if you have a particular skill, which at the time I didn’t realise, but I quickly found out that I had a skill – a hidden sort of talent of story telling. And when schools invited me into the schools to tell stories I saw that as an opportunity to develop that into a career. And that’s exactly what I’ve done. I stopped my job as an engineer which I qualified for, which I worked hard for. But I could see that this was more enjoyable. It was fruitful, kids enjoyed it, I enjoyed it, it was a good feel factor. So if I could develop it into a career, why not.

Musical theatre

My creative aspiration is to go on to join a musical theatre group, because musical theatre is what I am most passionate about, because it is what I enjoy doing most. I would like to join a touring musical theatre group - most of them are based in London, so I’ll go to London and join one of those. I will achieve this by, after I finish this course, go on to university and do musical theatre at university in which I would work at degree level. Once I had passed my degree, I would have to go and find a musical theatre group and audition for them. The skills and personal qualities that I have - I think of myself as a competent dancer and a competent singer so that will help me when I want to do musical theatre. I am told by other people that I am a good actor so that’s going to help me in the future as well. And I work well in a team and also I’ve got a lot of experience with the technical side of theatre as well. The skills and personal qualities that I still need are to develop mainly some of the skills that I already have, such as dancing. I need to develop my skills in dance and in singing, and also I need to learn about the technical theatre side of everything.

Sculptor

My name is Robin Dobson and I am a sculptor based in Sheffield. The materials I mainly deal in are metals, maybe plastics. As a sculptor, I am involved in the design and manufacture of the artworks, but also the consultation and development of the ideas which could be working with youth groups or with a client or with an architect. So, essentially, I am in the business of realising ideas. When I left school, I was always interested in making things, and first of all I went to Birmingham and I thought I was going to be doing jewellery, but then I upped the scale and I was doing silversmithing. I came to Sheffield, I studied design at university, and for a while I was a trade silversmith in the local silversmith industry. I was self-employed at that stage, and gradually I started doing bigger and bigger work and started taking over more space within their building, and eventually I started moving into sculpture. 

Graphic design and photography

I aspire to go on to uni. next year to go on to a graphic design and photography course, and in the end get a job in the industry and be successful. I will achieve this by finishing this course and then going to university where I will study graphic design and photography. The personal qualities that I already have that will help me achieve this goal are my self-discipline, and the graphic skills that I have already learnt at college will help a lot. The skills and personal qualities I still need to achieve this are more in depth of the ones I have got - just to develop them more and learn more about the industry and industry environment.

Artist jeweller

My name is Lucy Coyne. I consider myself an artist jeweller, and I am also very involved with the education side of life. My job involves making pieces of work for exhibition, sometimes, that is, jewellery work, and sometimes it’s bigger art installation pieces which are site-specific - made for a particular place. My job also involves making contacts and getting myself out and about going into schools or other institutions as an artist in residence, so leading workshops with young people making artworks, public commissions for spaces out in the world, parks or schools, things like that. 

My learning journey has been quite a complicated one. I left school having done my A levels and I went to college to do a degree. The degree was in the tourist industry, which I went and did because it combined arts and sport which I was very interested in, but I got to the end and decided I didn’t want to work as a manager of a bingo hall, so what am I going to do now? Then I had a family and I did teacher training on the back of my degree, and I spent a lot of time teaching in school. I then reflected on what I was doing. I knew, having had the children, I didn’t want to go back as a teacher in to school, but I enjoy working with people and I like being in a public arena. So I took a second degree, this time specifically art-based - a silversmith and jewellery degree in Sheffield which was fantastic because it was very focused on making, and practical learning working with materials, which is what I have done all my life, but it took me some time to realise what I was keen on. So I kind of went backwards a little bit, but as a mature student it was excellent because I knew what I wanted to do. I could concentrate really well and I knew how to learn, I suppose, and I knew it was something that I had to get on with because I had lost a bit of time. I felt I’ve then, from that, specialised in jewellery making and art works, and I go back in with my teacher training qualification and art qualification into school and both of those things together have served me very well, actually. 

Comedian

My creative aspiration would be - I like doing comedy more than anything else. I like making people laugh and I get a buzz off it, I guess, from making people laugh. I don’t really like to be the centre of attention, but I'm sort of known in the class as the most confident, you know, the person that is definitely going to get up, be out there, take everything with a pinch of salt, sort of thing, not be affected by any setbacks or anything like that. I think I will achieve this by being more outgoing, looking for different open auditions, auditions in film, auditions in places like the comedy club in London. I have applied for a job there and they have said when you move down to London definitely come down for an application form. I mean whatever opportunity comes up through college, or through AGF, or just through looking on the Internet I will definitely take it, I wouldn’t say no at all to anything. I think the skills and qualities that I already have - confidence is a big one, I am definitely a very confident person. I'm not fussed about what other people think of me, so I am a really outgoing person as well, so I will just sort of do it, and if anyone thinks any different then that’s their opinion. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion. Skills and personal qualities that I would still need would be good people skills, good communication skills, knowledge of the stage and knowledge of the theatre, and knowledge of - if you are going into production - knowledge of what you are working on.

Visual practitioner

My name is Everton Wright. I am a visual practitioner, graphic designer, really. I work with so many different people. When it is music work I do, I work with lots of musicians, which is quite exciting, you get to see them recording, you get to see them, they come down to your studio or you go to where they live, get to see them, how they work and compose music if you are lucky enough, or sing or record. If I work with arts organisations, sometimes I might be invited down to a performance to get an idea of what they are doing – rehearsals, talking to the directors, seeing what they are doing - it can be varied. If it’s a corporate company I would be talking to the marketing or marketing departments, even the directors of the company if the project is that type of project, it is very varied. That’s what I think I like about design. That’s why every job is a learning experience, so whatever you do in one job, you can apply it to the next. It’s always changing, no job is the same. What the job involves, how I became to be in my role – basically, when I left college, I was lucky enough to get a junior design role in quite a large design agency and, being in that role, I was able to shadow a senior designer. You get to work on some really interesting projects and you do a lot of your learning. Slowly I moved up in that agency and then I decided to go freelance. When I was about, I think, 26, I started a small little design company working from home and I started bringing my portfolio out, showing people the work I do. They really got interested in me and have given me little opportunities to prove myself as a designer, so I ended up doing a lot of work in the music industry and arts so it’s just moved on from there really.

Technical theatre

I aspire to either become in a managerial role in technical theatre or possibly a designer in full lighting or sound. I’m not too sure which way to go but either one of those two. I will achieve this by doing more work experience and actually getting work and meeting new people in the industry and hopefully keeping those contacts. The skills and the personal aspects which I have would mostly be that I am hard working, I am friendly and time management and skill keeping - I think with this you have to keep your time management very strict. Sometimes you are up really early until very late, and you still have to wake up early the next morning, so it’s really hard, but you just have to keep at it. The skills and personal qualities that I still need possibly would be my skills in making and construction and prop-making and costume, because although you might be in one section of this industry you might need to help out in a second section, so I think it’s still good that I am still learning different aspects and I keep that with me as I go along in the future. 

Writer and editor

My name is Andy Healey. I am a freelance writer and editor. My job involves seeking commissions for articles, longer features, news pieces and charging them the amount they expect to be charged so they don’t get any surprises. How I came to be in this position goes back about 20 years, when I was a professional helicopter pilot, and my career came to a fairly abrupt halt at a race circuit in the Midlands. Then I suddenly realised I have to think of something else I could do. I knew I could write a bit as I had done some stuff in the Navy, and the idea was to start a PR company. I decided to base round the civil helicopter industry, so I started to broaden out into more and more writing. I spent several years specialising in delivering company newsletters, you know, researching, writing, laying out, printing, all that - the whole process basically. Then I moved - I broadened out even more into journalism. I edited a magazine within the aerospace industry for about five years which was a great learning process, and I think if I ever did leave the freelance role it would be to be an editor. So when I moved into writing full time, so to speak, I didn’t have any particular qualifications, apart from English A-level, and I just persevered. If you want to, that’s really all you need to do because the skills develop, certainly if people are good enough to tell you what you are doing wrong, and you will become better at it. It’s a question about whether you improve to the point where you are earning a decent amount of money doing it or whether you are prepared to accept the status quo and carry on at a lower level – it’s really all up to you. Most people don’t know that I have a disability and those who do don’t generally see it as an issue. I mean you have to be able to travel, so you have to rely on transport links and so obviously they have to have some aspect of accessibility, but my disability has never been an issue when it came to doing my job.

Actor

My creative aspiration is dancing, because before, I never could dance, and now that they have taught me it makes me think, if I really want to get into this acting business, if this is what I really want to do, then I need to learn how to dance as well. They are teaching me how to dance and act at the same time, so it makes me feel like I’m learning something new as well as I go along. It’s really good, good learning and watching other people and letting people teach you and you teach them, it’s really good. To achieve this goal, it's good to start at the bottom and work your way to the top, because it shows you have more experience. It makes you feel good because then you can go on - I am doing first diploma so I go on to national diploma and then I go onto second year then go on from second year to university which is what I want to do. When you have all that experience behind you, it makes them look at you and think “right, this guy has a load of experience in acting” and then you can go on to theatres and stuff and do what you’ve got to do and show them what you’ve got, show the world! The skills and personal qualities that I have personally is – improvisations I have always been good at, because at school I was a bit of a clown, I used to be naughty, but now I have come here they have made my clowning about into improvising for when I act, so someone can be doing something and I could just join in and improvise it. If I ever go wrong or something in a dance routine I just improvise it to make it look good. I like to be relaxed and I am not afraid to talk and be in front of an audience or anything so you need to be able to do that so that is one of my personal skills. The skills and personal qualities that I still need to have to achieve what I want to get to is I also need to keep the dancing up. That’s another thing: characterisation, no matter what you do when you are on that stage you need to stay in character even when you are in the theatre itself, you need to stay in character, no matter what, until like the end of the show, so it’s one of my personal qualities that I still need to have.

Textile art worker

My name is Seiko Kinoshita and my role is to create contemporary textile artwork as well as installations. My artwork involves creating contemporary textile work for private space, as well as public space, and including exhibiting in galleries, creating commissions work in a public space, but sometimes I work in a school to do art projects with primary school children, secondary school children, college and adults with everybody. My journey to here now - when I was working in Japan, I was really struggling working in a company, so I really wanted to do more creative work, so I decided to come to England to do my MA and after that I really decided I really wanted to be a professional artist so I came in here in Sheffield to do my art work in Yorkshire art space.
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